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At the outset let me wish the members of IITRAAA and their families a very happy and glorious 
new  year  2012. This  Jan ’2012  issue  is being released  at the end of the month instead of in the 
beginning. I regret the delay due to unavoidable reasons.  

There  are  some  new features in this issue. The teenagers from IITRAAA family have started 
contributing in the magazine. We have included an article by Miss Shailee Razak, d/o Sri D R 
Razak on the heritage walk  we had in Oct ‘2011. There are further contributions on recipes and 
other  variety of  topics.  It  gives me  renewed energy. My confidence is firmed up to continue 
further  with  greater  zeal.  I  hope  more  and  more  family  members are inspired in future to 
write something after reading this issue.  

The heritage walk taken over of the old city and Sarkhej Roza became a big excitement for those 
who participated. It has become a talk of the day for  those who could not. Some members have 
regretted for not having been able to participate. Media also gave a good coverage. Thus we did a 
bit on our part to join the heritage & culture of the city. Also the sports day cum get-together at 
Syntex Farm House in December turned out to be a big attraction. The venue was away from city 
pollution and we could breath fresh air and feel fresh. The enthusiasm of the new members was  
worth noticing. We can, because of resounding success of the last two events, celebrate and beat 
our drums louder. However we do not mean to be complacent and sit idle now. With high spirited 
support from our members we can have many more events like the ones I mentioned. I could feel 
the renewed spirit flowing inside me. It may not be an exaggeration to say that we can be better 
known organization in the society if we could dedicate some of our events to connect with the so-
ciety we live in. As the heritage walk was a big success, it was decided to have the theme of the 
cover page also on heritage walk. The members of IITRAAA who have been involved in organiz-
ing IITRAAA activities elsewhere during their posting at that place, can surely play a positive role 
and add more colors to our collage  and render our IITRAAA kaleidoscope more interesting and 
meaningful.  

As photography has become a sustained requirement for VAANI we have defined a VAANI  
TEAM identifying  the photography support persons also.  

Wishing IITRAAA members and other IITR alumni a refreshing and peaceful new year. 

 

Vijai Kumar 
Editor 

Vijai11946@yahoo.co.uk 
Mob 9327008244 
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Glance Inside 

The Words of Wisdom 
by P K Bansal, Retd DGP Gujarat 

1. A kind and compassionate act is often its own reward. 

2. If you are patient in your moment of anger, you will escape a hundred days of sorrow. 

3. People love others not for who they are but for how  they make them feel. 

4. Peace of mind is the beautiful gift we can give to ourselves just by expecting nothing even 
after doing everything. 

5. One thing you learn from life is that getting upset will not help, getting up to set the 
things right will help. 

6.  Waves are inspiring not because they rise and fall but because they never fail to rise 
again. 

7. Contentment is not the fulfillment of what you desire but the realization of what you al-
ready have. 

8. Give the best you have and the best will come back to you. 
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IITRAAA NEWS 
The last quarter of the year  2011 between October and December has seen two major events. Long 
time awaited heritage walk in Ahmedabad was taken up on Oct 9 and sports day cum get together 
was held on Dec 18. Both the events earned special appreciation by the members. Media coverage  of 
the heritage walk event echoed the presence of IITRAAA in the city of Ahmedabad. This, perhaps, 
marks the beginning of new bonding among the IITRAAA members and their families and redefined 
the iitraaa familiship.   

Heritage Walk 
IITRAAA,  for  the  first  time,  organised  the 
multi-location event ‘heritage walk of the city of 
Ahmedabad’. The inspiration was driven by the 
fact that Ahmedabad became one of the candidate 
to be marked on the world map of heritage cities. 
IITRAAA members felt proud of living in such an 
illustrious city and decided to feel its soul by taking 
a tour to its heritage hamlets.   

The dream came true on Oct 9. Members gathered 
at  waminarayan Temple in Kalupur. It was Sunday 
morning at 7.30 AM. Members with their families, 
relaxed from the tension of getting ready for the 
office, turned up with high spirit & curiosity. 
Though even after living for years in the city, many 
of them never saw the sites we were going to visit. 
Such was the excitement that the teenaged children 
brought their friends too. The guide gave a briefing 
to start with and the walk began at 8AM. The  walk 
group swelled to around 40. The group had a blend 
of teenagers to senior citizens.  

The start point was a pole just outside the temple. 
The  pole  means  the  security features studded 
entrance gate. The cityscape changed  and we were 
in a new world. Subsequent route was a narrow 
passage throughout. Low rise buildings on both 
sides   with ancient heritage architecture looked 
like the old time Havelies. Though the modern city 

of Ahmedabad was sizzling with  heat that day, we 
had cool breeze throughout. We felt we were in an 
air-conditioned city. The self contained city had all 
features of quality community living. A courtyard 
(chaupal) for meeting of intellectuals, mini towers 
(chabutras) for feeding the birds with all weather 
storage   of   water  and  feeds  for   the   birds,  
authentically ventilated residences to beat summer, 
number  of  places  of  worship were few of the 
special features which could be mentioned in this 
limited space of VAANI. Words do not excite 
about the new world but the visit do. As excitement 
could not be contained within it was transformed 
into a article written by one of the teenager visitor. 
This article has been included in this issue of 
VAANI..  

The  people  living in this heritage city are god 
fearing citizens and love the birds and animals like 
cows and dogs and live with them as inseparable 
partners. The love for cows and dogs is so intense 
that they do not mind the droppings of cows and 
dogs lying on the roads. At times the visitors have 
to jump off these heaps.    

The old city heritage walk concluded at around 
10.30 AM with visit of Jami Masjid, a splendid 
worship place with extremely intricate art work and   
sculpture.  

 

Briefing by the guide at Swaminarayan temple Swaminarayan Temple 
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Jami Masjid 
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The group, then moved on, by road, to the next 
destination Sarkhej Roza, about 10 Kms away.  

Sarkhej Roza got associated with the name of 
Shaikh Ahmed Khattu Ganj Baksh, a Sufi saint 
and a friend/advisor to Sultan Ahmed Shah, 
who  in  his  later  years  retired  to the quiet 
environment of Sarkhej, away from the city. 
The saint lived till he was 111 years of age and 
was greatly venerated during his lifetime. 
Myths  about  his  miraculous powers are 
prevalent even today. Upon his death in 1445, 
the   reigning   monarch,  Mohammed Shah  
ordered a mausoleum built in his honour, along 
with a mosque. The construction of these two 
monuments were completed in 1451 A.D., by 
his successor Qutb'ud-Din Ahmed Shah. In the 
latter half of the 15th century, Sultan Mahmud 
Begada completed the complex by excavating a 
central tank and adding a number of pavilions 
and a small private mosque.  

 Sarkhej  Roza  comprises  one  of  the most 
elegant and unique architectural complexes of 
Ahmedabad. In its architecture, Sarkhej Roza is 
an example of the early Islamic architectural 
culture  of  the region,  which  fused Islamic 
stylistic influences from Persia with indigenous 
Hindu and Jain features to form a composite 
“Indo-Saracenic”   architectural  style.  The  
architectural style  of   Sarkhej    Roza  is  a 
precursor to  the  Mughal   period in a true 
amalgamation of Hindu, Jain and Islamic 
styles. Hindu craftsmanship and construction 
know-how was overlaid on Islamic sense of 
geometry and scale. The Roza Complex at 
Sarkhej was built at the advent of Sultanate era. 

Sarkhej Roza main premises 

The delight of serene environment 

 

The Mosque 
 

The picturesque pond  

The visit of the Sarkhej Roza with its splendid 
architecture and serene environment was eye 
feasting sight. It filled our hearts with special 
accomplishments. We then moved on to the final 
destination Vishala Resort for lunch. 
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Situated near the bank of Sabarmati River in 
Ahmedabad, Vishala marks the typical Gujarati 
village with traditional life style, entertainment 
and eatery joints. The campus has a village 
spread over about 2 acre area. With thatched 
roof shelters, the infrastructure includes number 
of shelters with charpoys, pottery corner where 
you can learn making potteries, puppet show 
corner, open air theatre for folk dance, swings, 
meeting hall and dinning area. They made us 
available a thatched meeting hall with charpoys 
&  benches for being seated. Though the sun 
rained heat outside, we were cool under the roof 
with comfortable charpoys, benches and chairs. 
We also enjoyed hand held fans though electric 
fans were  also there. We had a gala get together 
where new members were introduced. Few 
members   in   the   group  expressed  their  
reminiscences   and  told  about   the  unique 
experience they had for the first time in 
IITRAAA. Teenager crowd were specially very 
much excited. In fact Ms Shailee, a teenager and 
the daughter of Mr D R Razak, told it to be a 
wonderful  experience  much  beyond  their   
expectations.  A recount of her experience is 
appearing in this issue of VAANI.  

 

Rest room at Visahla 

 
 
Shailee  
recounting her 
experience 
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Thus the event concluded around 3 PM. Though 
it was a tiring day, the group dispersed with 
smiling face and satisfaction and wishing similar 
events to recur in future    

Success is a journey, not a destination 
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Sports Meet cum Get together at Syntex 
Farm House  

There is one event every year which the mem-
bers and their families wait anxiously and that 
is sports day. The opportunity is also availed to 
have a get together accompanied with inevita-
ble breakfast, lunch and high tea. The event 
was held on Dec 18, 2011. The venue was  all 
green Syntex  Farm House in Bopal. The event 
started at 9.30AM. Members were welcomed 
with steaming hot breakfast. New members 
were    registered    and    introduced.   The   
opportunity was also availed to fill up and com-
plete the membership forms formality for the 
existing members as it was an essential require-
ment for a registered organization. Many mem-
bers who could not come in the morning joined 
around lunch time. There was a gathering of 
about 40 persons altogether. After breakfast and 
warming up it was time for sports items. 
Cricket match between Sudhir jain’s eleven and 
Suresh Bhandari’s eleven drew a great attrac-
tion. Then  

Welcome Flower 

Ladies race 50 m 

Cricket in action Children Race 

 

 

The 
Lu
nch 
is 

rea
dy 

 
I am from batch of 1991 BE Chemical and we also en-
joyed the Roorkee gathering thoroughly. My family is 
amazed to see the respect, love, and respect we have 
within Roorkee family for our juniors, seniors, and our 
peer classmates. It is a very unique culture and I admire 
the Governing Council of IIT-R Ahmedabad to pursue 
preservation of this culture via such wonderful programs. 
The last two programs - Heritage Walk and Sintex were 
most wonderful programs for me to not only connect with 
all of you but also my family. Thank you very much to 
organizers and sponsors  
Regards 
Dr. Subir Basak, B.E. Chemical (1991)  
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 started the 50 m race for ladies. College time 
track champion Mr Ritesh’s wife won the race 
with large lead. This was followed with ball 
and  bucket game for  couples  and race for 
children etc. It was lunch time after tiring sports 
session. Saron ka sag and macai roti was the 
special attraction on the menu. However the 
other preparations too were simply delicious 
and finger licking. Temptation to over eat could 

hardly be avoided. Before any body could 
douse after finger licking lunch, housie was 
played in order to fix their attention on the 
ticket and ears on the numbers chanted. It paid 
dividends. The lucky ones had broader smile on 
their face. With this the event concluded with  
vote  of  thanks to M/s Syntax Group and its 
authorities  sponsoring  the venue and other 
hospitalities.  

The participants 

Chanakya spoke 

 In doom’s day conditions even seas cross their limits and submerge the land but noble 
characters  have  more  depth than even the seas. At no time they cross their limits in 
whatever conditions of troubles and calamities. 

 The beauty of a cuckoo is in its call, the sweetness and the beauty of a woman lies in her 
piety,  the  beauty  of  an ugly one is in his learning and the beauty of sages is in their 
kindness. 
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IIT Roorkee News (www.iitr.ac.in) 

Professor Pradipta 
Banerji  is the new 
Director   of   IIT   
Roorkee, India. Prior 
to   joining    IIT    
Roorkee, he was a 
Professor    of    
Structural Engineering 
at IIT Bombay. He 
graduated with a B.Tech. degree from IIT 
Delhi in 1981.  He then completed an M.S. 
(1982) and a Ph.D. (1987) in Structural Engi-
neering from the University of California, 
Berkeley, USA, with a specialization in Earth-
quake Engineering. He has been an expert 
consultant to many organizations in India 
and abroad, particularly in the fields of Earth-
quake Engineering, Vibration Control, Bridge 
Design and Structural analysis & Health 
Monitoring. Excerpts from his face to face 
after joining as Director are given as follows 

“My prime objective is to bring back the glory 
days  that  the  University  of  Roorkee once 
enjoyed, which probably got lost in translation 
during the change-over from the University to 
IIT Roorkee. For more than a century and a 
quarter,   it   was,  without  doubt,  the  best  
engineering institution in India. For example, 
at that time when US universities wanted to set 
up research relationships with institutions in 
India, they went to University of Roorkee and 
not to any IIT. It had the best faculty, the best 
students and the best facilities, and it still does 
in  certain  areas.  However,  ever  since it's 
become an IIT, I feel, that somewhere along the 
way the concept that "Roorkee is a fantastic 
place to be", was not communicated effectively 
to the JEE and GATE incomers.” 

"I  will  try  to  attract new faculty from past 
experience.  I  know that a lot of young and 
prospective faculty will join an environment 
where they can work well and further their own 
aspirations. This environment can be created 
by people at IIT Roorkee who have the passion 

to work towards making IIT Roorkee the best in 
the country and amongst the best in the world"  

“if an alumnus works in a company, and he/she 
can  convince the company to participate in 
research  at IIT Roorkee, then Roorkee wins 
because it gets research facilities and faculty 
members  get  to  work  on  challenging and 
interesting live problems, the company wins as 
the  outcomes  may  be directly related and 
contribute to its objectives, and the alumnus 
wins because the company recognizes him/her 
as  an  important  change-agent  within the 
company. In today's globalized world, no one 
academic institution can hope to solve any of 
the global research challenges on its own. Thus 
for  IIT  Roorkee,  to  leverage  its  internal  
excellence and be visible as an excellent global 
research   institution,   it  will  be  almost  a  
requirement  to  be  networked with  global  
universities. Here, my personal networks with 
universities across the globe would become a 
vital cog in the wheel. 

About the new Direc-
tor IIT Roorkee 

 

IITR gets Energy Conservation Award   

IIT   Roorkee   has  been  awarded  “Energy 
Conservation Award 2011 – First Prize” by the 
Government of Uttarakhand under the Category 
"Office Building & Educational Institute". The 
award is in the form of a certificate, a cheque for 
Rs 25,000/- and a plaque. By adopting energy 
conservation measures at the institute, annual 
(Oct 2010 – Sept 2011) saving of 16.47 lacs 
electricity   units   (about 9.75%)   has   been  
estimated against a total annual consumption of 
172.13  lacs  electricity  units  of the institute 
including  residences.  Some  of  the adopted 
energy conservation devices/measures are 
96,000 lpd of solar water heating systems, CFL/
solar  street  lights,  efficient tube lights and 
electronic ballasts, electronic fan regulators, 
temperature setting of AC and change of hot 
plates in office pantries by gas cylinders. The 
award has been received by Dr Arun Kumar, 
Head,    AHEC    and   Shri   Salek   Chand,   
Superintending   Engineer   during   award   
ceremony held at Dehradun on Dec 14, 2011. 

Sincerity is a single virtue that binds divinity 
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Shri Mangu Singh has 
taken    over   as   
Managing Director of 
prest igious Delhi 
Metro        Rail      
Corporation Ltd on Jan 
01, 2012 from Dr E Sreedharan. Shri Singh 
Graduated   in Civil  Engineering  from  IIT 
Roorkee (formerly University of Roorkee) in 
1979.  He joined Indian Railways Service of 
Engineers (IRSE) officer in March, 1983 and 
worked with Dr Sreedharan in the Kolkata 
Metro project. Shri Singh joined DMRC at the 
inception stage in November 1997 and has been 
playing  key  role  in  developing  the Metro 
system in Delhi. He was also instrumental in 
assisting State Governments in developing 
Metro  systems  in   cities   like   Mumbai,  
Bangalore,  Chennai,  Hyderabad, Kolkata East
-West  Line  etc.  He  has  also  headed  the  
successful Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM)  Projects  of  Delhi  Metro, the only 
successful Projects in Railway Transportation 
Sector in the world. Shri Singh is recipient of 
National Award (Railway Week Award 1996).  

New Delhi Metro 
Chief 

Distinguished Alumni Awards-2011  

 
Category: Academic/Research 
Dr. Shyam Sunder Rai, FNA, FASc., FNASc.
[M.Tech.(Geophysics), 1977] 
JC Bose National Fellow and Scientist-G 
National Geophysical Research Institute 
Uppal Road, Habsiguda, Hyderabad  
 
Category: Corporate Development 
Mr. Vijai Prakash Agrawal [BE(Electrical), 
1978] 
Chairman, Airports Authority of India 
 
Category: Engineering & Services 
Mr. VK Agnihotri [BE(Civil), 1960] 
Former Member Engineering, Indian Railways 
 
Category: Service to Society 
Mr. Hersh Kumar[BE (industrial Engineering), 
1978] 
USA 

 

 India  is  essentially  karmabhumi (land  of  
deeds) in contradiction to bhogabhumi (land 
of enjoyment) 

 The word Swaraj is a sacred word meaning 
self rule and self restraint and not freedom 
from all restraints which ‘independence’ 
often means. 

 Literacy is not the end of education nor 
even the beginning. It is only one of the 
means whereby men and women can be 
educated . Literacy in itself is no education. 

 Mass illiteracy is India’s sin and shame and 
must be liquidated. The literacy campaign 
must not begin and end with the knowledge 
of alhpbet. It must go hand in hand with the 
spread of useful knowledge. 

 One  who has appreciated the values of 
studies is a student all his life. 

  You  can chain me, you can torture me, you 
can even destroy this body, but you will 
never imprison my mind 

 In its inception untouchability was a rule of 
sanitation and still is in all parts of world 
outside India.  That  is to say an unclean 
person  or  a  thing  is  untouchable  but  
immediately after his or its uncleanliness is 
shed, he or it is no longer untouchable.  

Mahatma Gandhi 
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Mahan Mitra (IITK), a monk with the Ramakrishna Mission has 
been awarded this year’s Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award.  
 
Mahan Mitra studied in St Xavier’s Collegiate School till Class XII 
and then cracked IIT-JEE to enter the prestigious IIT Kanpur to 
study electrical engineering. When he realised he was not enjoying 
this field of study he changed to Mathematics. On completion of his 
MSc from IIT Kanpur he went to University of California, Berkeley to do his PhD. Returning 
from the US he renounced the world and became a monk. Mahan Maharaj teaches now MSc stu-
dents and takes course work for PhD students. He joined the Ramakrishna Mission institution in 
1998. 
 
The Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar award comprises a citation, a plaque, and a cash award of Rs. five 
lakhs. The recipients also get Rs 15,000 per month up to the age of 65 years. This is the first time 
that any monk and that too an iitian has won the award. 
 
Swami Atmapriyananda of the Ramakrishna Mission said the award to Mahan Maharaj should 
also be seen as a tribute to the vision of Swami Vivekananda who had more  than  a century ago 
thought of an institution that could maintain ancient Indian wisdom and pursue research in the 
natural and humanistic sciences. 
 

 
Padma Shri Dr Mani Lal Bhaumik, the US-based physicist who invented 
the vision correction laser technology is setting up an advanced research 
centre to produce ground-breaking research in bioinformatics and energy 
science in India. The goal of this venture is to produce a Nobel Laureate 
from India. 
 
The centre will be set up in IIT Kharagpur, the institution of which Dr 
Bhaumik is an alumnus. Dr Bhaumik has committed to donate 15 acres 
of land and raise $150 million to his alma mater for setting up the center. Dr Bhaumik will be put-
ting together a team of mentors - professors established in their fields from universities like UCLA 
and California Institute of Technology to spend summer and winter breaks at the centre and work 
with the young scientists. 
 

 
Shreyas Navare, editorial cartoonist for the Hindustan Times held an exhi-
bition of caricatures titled "Aces & Faces" organized by the Indian Cultural 
Centre, Bangkok. 
 
What distinguished him from his friends was that he would adorn his room 
walls with whatever he saw. "I loved the particular cartoon character and 
that is when I had my first brush with cartoons and caricatures. I guess it is 
only because my parents allowed me to use the walls as my canvas that I 

PANIIT News (iit.org,  paniitalumni.org) 

 An IITian Monk gets Shantiswarup Bhatnagar Award 

 
IItian sets up an Incubation Centre for India’s Noble Laureate  

IITIAN a cartoonist with Hindustan Times  
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could get so far at this age," says Shreyas. Shreyas Navare’s work has been displayed at solo exhi-
bitions. One of them, titled Tickling Brush, was held at the PAN IIT Global Alumni where he had 
displayed 25 paintings. To appeal to the audience, most of them were generally based on business 
and management topics sprinkled with some political angles. APJ Abdul Kalam along with a few 
dignitaries inaugurated the meet. Revealing about one of his works, Navare says, "I did a carica-
ture of Kalamji with a missile, since he is known as the missile man. In fact, in one of my carica-
tures I drew a missile instead of his nose.”                                                                                                      
 
Shreyas Navare is a technology manager by profession with an MBA from IIT Bombay. His pas-
sion for drawing political cartoons began at the age of twelve. Two years later, his cartoons ap-
peared in Thane Plus, a supplement of the Times of India. Thereafter, during his engineering days, 
several Marathi cartoons were published in Loksatta and Mumbai Times. He has been contributing 
cartoons to HT since 2007 including an editorial cartoon column titled “Big Deal”. 
 

 
Subra Suresh was sworn in today as the 13th director of the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) by John Holdren, President Obama's science 
advisor. The ceremony took place in the Secretary of War Ceremonial 
Room of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, 
D.C. Suresh was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on September 30, 2010, 
for a six-year term.  
 
Suresh, 54, served as dean of the engineering school and as Vannevar 
Bush Professor of Engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. A mechanical engineer who later became interested in materials science and biology, 
Suresh has done pioneering work studying the biomechanics of blood cells under the influence of 
diseases such as malaria. 
 
From 2000 to 2006, Suresh served as the head of the MIT Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering. He joined MIT in 1993 as the R.P. Simmons Professor of Materials Science and En-
gineering and held joint faculty appointments in the Departments of Mechanical Engineering and 
Biological Engineering, as well as the Division of Health Sciences and Technology. 
 
Suresh holds a bachelor's degree from the Indian Institute of Technology in Madras, a master's 
degree from Iowa State University, and earned his ScD from MIT in 1981. Suresh was nominated 
by President Obama to become the new NSF director on June 8. He replaces Arden L. Bement, Jr., 
who led the agency from 2004 until he resigned in May of this year. 
 
NSF's  budget  for  2010  is  $6.9  billion. The agency's budget request for 2011 is $7.4 billion, an 
8-percent increase over 2010, which supports the President's goal of increasing the nation's total 
public  and  private  investment  in  research  and development to at least 3 percent of the gross 
domestic product. 

An IITian sworn in as Director of National Science Foundation  
(NSF) USA. The appointment is confirmed by the US Senate 

Holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing  it at someone 
else; you are the one who gets burned.                                                   Gautam Budha;   RD Feb ‘2012 

Lust is what makes you  wanting to do it, even when you have no desire to be with each 
other. Love is what makes you keep wanting to be with each other, even you have no desire 
to do it.                                                                                                           Judith Viorst, RD Feb ‘2012     
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IITR alumni have made tremendous contribu-
tion in providing top management to BSNL. 
For the last two decades, most of the CGM/
PGM posted in Ahmedabad were IITR alumni. 
They  all  were  the  member  of IITRAAA. 
Significant support was provided by them in 
bringing  IITRAAA up to the level it is today. 
In fact erstwhile CGM (Gujarat) Mr Kuldeep 
Goel reached to the topmost national level post 
as CEO of BSNL. The present CGM (Gujarat) 
Mr Suresh Bhargav is also an IITR Alumni. We 
met   him   recently   and   talked  about  his 
experience  in  IITR  as  well  as  in  BSNL. 
Excerpts of meeting with him are given in the 
following Para.   

Mr Suresh Bhargav, born on Aug 28’1952 in 
Lucknow, joined University of Roorkee, now 
IITR, in 1969 after completing intermediate 
education (12th standard) from Lucknow. He 
passed BE (electronics & communication) in 
1973 and appeared in all India Services exams 
and got through in the then department of P&T. 
The telecom part has now been separated and 
known  as the telecom department. Till his 
posting to the department in 1975, he taught 
engineering  classes  in Motilal Nehru Engg 
College at Allahabad. Since then he rose to the 
post   of   CGM   Gujarat,   now   posted  in  
Ahmedabad.  

In addition to being one among the top position 
holders, he had the distinction of being a top 
class badminton  player too. He became the 

University Champion as well as the secretary of 
the sport. He represented UOR in many inter 
university tournaments.  

The other games he loved to play, were table 
tennis & cricket. Photography and paintings 
were also among few of his passions.    

Married in 1978, he is blessed with two sons 
both settled in USA. One is a doctor and the 
other one an engineer. Even today he maintains 
the young look on his ever smiling face and 
maintains a slim and trim body. We asked him 
the secret for this. We discovered that he is a 
Yoga freak. He gets up early in the morning 
and go for yogic exercises & pranayam for 
about an hour. He then, along with his wife, 
goes for long morning walk in Parimal Garden 
near his residence. In fact both of them look in 
top of their health & youth at this age.  

Ever since he joined IITRAAA, he takes keen 
interest in  IITRAAA activities. He is one of 
the member of IITRAAA executive committee 
and a great source of inspiration. In fact he was 
the secretary of IITRAAA when posted in 
Ghaziabad.  He   made  it a super active and 
vibrant organization. With one more year to 
retire from BSNL, he does not seem to be in 
retiring age. VAANI wishes the ever smiling 
face to remain ever smiling.      

BSNL Top Management Pool blooming 
with IITR Alumni 

 

 

 

Light weight Suresh  
Flying on court 

 

Sincerity is the single virtue that binds        
divinity and man in one  
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Especially Abled Disabled 
By 

Vijai Kumar 

During the last Navratri festival in our society, the musical band party was blowing blasting music 
with vibrant garba songs. I went forward towards the stage to commend the musical players for 
their excellent performance. It was then I discovered that the band party was all blind party band. 
What  a  tyranny of fate. The people who can not see were playing key boards, drums and other 
accompaniments so effortlessly that one is filled with pride and compassion for them. Moved by 
the  deeds  a  disabled or  rather especially abled persons could do, I with other VAANI team 
members Mr D R razak and Dr Arvind Singh visited the blind people’s association, a school, they 
belonged to. We wanted to see with our own 
eyes how these disabled persons were 
trained. The visit opened our eyes to see a 
different world. We would like to share our 
experience with the VAANI readers.  

As we entered the premises near IIMA Jn, 
the mini world was bustling with lots of dis-
ability centered activities beyond our com-
prehension. The especially abled people, as 
they are named these days, were doing the 
work assigned to a normal person. Two para-
plegic girls were playing table tennis sitting 
on their wheel chairs. We were told they 
participated in many tournaments at state 
and national level and won many of them. They were now readying for international tournament. 
Then we saw a blind teacher was teaching blinds on computer operation. We saw the manicure 
and  acupressure  services  rendered  by  blind  people  to persons with no disability. Especially 
designed vocational training was being imparted to the disabled persons. The trades in which these 
especially abled people are trained are computer programming, DTP, coordination and operations   
management,  hair  and  skin  care,  printing,  designing  and  tailoring. These trades are easily 
marketable  and  are  in  high  demand  with many business and industrial establishments. BPA 

facilitates them to get suitable placement 
after the training. For example a blind 
management graduate has been employed 
by Torrent in their CSR department, SBI 
appointed a blind as cashier, a physically 
challenged  girl with her both the legs 
paralysed,  employed  with destimoney 
securities,  a  blind  man  employed  as 
telephone operator with a five star hotel 
and so on. Besides all this they also have 
musical classes and their own musical 
band parties who perform during various 
festivals and occasions.  

BPA Campus at the entrance 

Paraplegic girls playing table tennis 
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The Centre admits disabled persons, prepare a 
disability oriented plan for each of them, give 
them  the  academic education, a vocational 
training and facilitate them to get a job for their 
independent and respectful life in the society. 
More   and  more   establishments  are  CSR  
conscious  these  days  and  give the disabled 
people  special identity.      

Established in 1954 by a group of blind people, 
BPA started as a recreational club for blinds. The 
club   now   is   a  multifaceted  organization  
providing   a   wide  gamut  of  services  like  
prevention, education, counseling, rehabilitation, 
employment and multiple disability advocacies. 
The name of the organization is a misnomer as its 
scope is much wider. It is an institution by itself. 
BPA  runs  on  the  charity and donations by 
number of business persons and industrialists. Its 
Executive Director Dr Bhushan Punani is a MBA 
from IIMA  and  a  man  of  compassion and 
dedication to the cause. When we talked to him 
and asked what IITRAAA could contribute for 
them. He told that better we create awareness and 
sensitivity among the engineering students and 
teachers for handicap persons with various type 
of disabilities. Inventions of new gadgets will 
automatically flow out of their creation. It is a 
great message. We need to be concerned for our 
fellow disabled citizens because they live with 
us. Even some of us, god forbids, may become 
the victim of fate and need help. He also told that 
special law provisions for handicap persons are 
under  active  consideration  with the central 
government  to  be  put  up to parliament for 
making a law for them. They will have the rights 
defined strengthening their self respect and self 
esteem.  

IIT Roorkee is not behind to serve the disabled people. Roorkee School for Deaf, established in 
Nov  1989  as a  part  of CSR, is the India’s first such university. Its Main objective has been to 
impart special education to the handicapped deaf children on modern and scientific lines. From 
humble  beginning  about 20 years ago, RSD has grown into a full fledged 10+2 school for the 
education  of  Deaf Children. The school motivates IIT Roorkee students / faculty to undertake 
research  on  the  development  of  latest  technologies  to  develop  assistive devices and other 
educational  teaching  aids,  various  software,  teaching  learning  material  and appliances to help  

A Proud Blind Teacher 

Computer Class for Blinds 

Dr Bhushan Punani, the Director BPA 
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educate and train deaf children   

With the some infrastructure in place we can suggests IITR to take a tour to BPA, learn about 
problems of other type of disability suffering persons. Perhaps some new inventions could churn 
out as an added aid to these handicapped persons in BPA. We, in IITRAAA, can also encourage 
our family to visit the place and meet these people. They will feel happy. At least we can do this 
with no cost involved. Of course we can also encourage those in IITRAAA who can afford to give 
donations to BPA.   

 
ITI Trades Offered by BPA for Blind Persons, Ahmedabad (www.bpaindia.org) 

 
1. Data Preparation And Computer Software Trade (D.P.C.S.) Computer Programming:    
for 12th pass with English, 1 year course 

2. Desk Top Publishing  Trade  (D.T.P.): for 12th pass, 1 year course 

3.  Stenography English Trade : for 10th pass with English, 1 year course 

4. Telephone Operator Cum Receptionist Trade: for 10th pass with English, 6 months 
course 

5. Offset Printing Trade :  for 10th pass (7th pass for dumb and deft), 1 year course 

6. Hair And Skin Trade :  for 10th pass (7th pass for dumb and deft), 1 year course 

A Break through; BPA develops Sports Wheelchair likely to be used in commonwealth Games  

Indian Home Remedies for Arthritis & Rheumatism  

1. Massage the affected part with the oil prepared by boiling Asafetida (hing), garlic and rock salt 
(sendha namak)  in  equal proportions in mustard oil and covering it with thick cloth, gives 
considerable  relief  from  stiffness  and  pain.  Taking  one  cup of hot milk in which half a 
teaspoon full of above ingredients are added and taken before sleep is also very helpful.   

2. Ajwain (bishop’s weed) oil prepared in mustard oil if applied on the affected parts is beneficial 
in rheumatic pains.  
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IITRAAA Family Park 

Yawn!! It seemed, a full 
Sunday wasted. I had 
made such wonderful 
plans of chatting with 
friends on Facebook  and 
then  spending  the afternoon  in leisure and 
going out to shop in the evening. But now I was 
stuck  up! I  had  to  join the Heritage Walk, 
Ahmedabad as my parents wanted me to have a 
“feel” of the walled city- the city where I was 
born   and   where   I   reached  the  age  of  
adolescence.  
This Walk had been arranged by the IITRAA 
Association- a group consisting of those who 
had  passed  out  of  IIT Roorkee. IITRAAA 
organizes  many such meets and events 
throughout the year and my family generally 
participates in them all. But I hadn’t been the 
least interested in joining this event! 
We were among the first to reach the starting 
point  of  the  journey - the Swaminarayan 
Temple, Kalupur. I was in quite a bad mood, as 
can be imagined; but the calmness and peace I 
experienced in God’s abode changed my mood 
considerably. I watched the devotees totally 
engrossed in their prayers, sitting among the 
beautiful stone carvings and architecture of the 
Temple that had survived for so many years. I 
found myself following them as they went 
around the deity’s statue as was the custom. I 
just sat there for a while and watched huge 
flocks of pigeons flying around as if they too 
had come to pay their respects. This was ironic 
to  me!  I was feeling so spiritual, calm and 
contented smack in the middle of this chaotic 
city. 
Our Walk finally started. One of the first places 
we visited was the Kavi Dalpatram Chowk. 
There was the house of a famous poet 
“Dalpatram”- belonging to the Sultanate period; 
the house itself was nothing out of the ordinary. 
A statue, carved out of stone, in remembrance 
of the great poet was placed over there. This 
had my mind wandering around and I tried to 
imagine the world during that period. All the 
powerful  kings  and  queens sitting on their 
majestic thrones and enjoying the beautiful 
pieces of art and literature brought to them. In 
the villages, the people crowding beneath the 
banyan tree during the evenings and listening 

and singing the songs of these poets. 
As we walked on we reached the Calico Dome. 
Our guide explained that the first fashion show 
in India was held right at this place during the 
British  rule.  Though the oppression of the 
Britisher’s on our country is unforgivable it 
also benefitted us in loads of ways. They paved 
the path for Better technology, there coming 
gave rise to more job opportunities. Our fashion 
industry owes much to them. 
We saw a number of temples, most of them 
Jain  Derasars.  We came to know about the 
customs of these temples. 
We roamed through the different Pols - big 
buildings   cum  houses  with  a  common 
courtyard. Large number of families resided 
together and shared everything, from food and 
festivals to each others joys and sorrows. Pols 
symbolize the unity of our country among the 
great diversity. We saw the ancient 
“Chabutaras”- tall structures present in every 
Pol for feeding the birds. 
Everything was so clustered around there! 
Walking through the narrow streets, plastering 
ourselves to the walls to allow the two wheelers 
to pass, stepping accidentally in dung cakes, the 
stink of open gutters, the sweet aroma of 
freshly made sweets, the men preparing to 
leave for their work, the woman sitting outside 
on  the  steps of their houses either cutting 
vegetables for the lunch or washing clothes and 
utensils while chatting away continuously. I 
had only read of such things in books. Actually 
watching all this surprised me a bit! It was fun 
to watch the daily happenings of the old walled 
city. 
The Havelis were a sight to behold! Looking 
like antique doll houses. Sticking to each other 
as if they would fall down without each others 
support. But doesn’t this give a true glimpse of 
the  social  structure  of that time? Everyone 
depended on one another. The society of that 
time would have collapsed if the people 
stopped to support each other through thick and 
thin. It is sad that in the modern world everyone 
is too independent to even know who their 
neighbors are. 
All   the   Havelis   had   been   constructed   
differently, some belonging to the Sultanate 
era, some to the Mughalai era and then some 
others to the British period. Mixed together in 
their uniqueness! People of various religions 
residing in them-shouting and quarreling but 
still helping in need and living together happily. 

BACK THROUGH 
THE CENTURIES 
by Shailee Rajak, d/o D. Ram 
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The architectural designs of these Pols and 
Havelis were brilliant. They neither required air 
conditioners nor heaters. The ventilation system 
was perfect, allowing the residents to have a 
constant flow of cool, luxurious air during the 
summers  and  barricading  them  from  the  
onslaught  of  the  chilled  winter  winds.  It  
appeared  as  if  our  past  was  much more 
luxurious then our present! 
Eventually we reached the Fernandez Bridge. A 
full fledged market was established beneath it 
which continued on till the Rani No Hajiro.  
Auto rickshaws perched precariously on slopes; 
voices shouting the low prices and continuously 
bargaining   could   be   seen   and    heard   
everywhere. Colorful, glittering clothes hung 
on stalls, food stuffs kept right next to stalls 
selling footwear was a common enough sight. 
The bees buzzing over them all, sticking to our 
sweat in the sweltering heat. 
This common, chaotic scene of a daily market 
had an unusually silent backdrop. The forts of 
Ahmedabad  rose  majestically  behind  the 
market, depicting all the pomp and grandeur of 
those ages. Taking my imagination back to 
those times of pride and war. Making me feel 
as if I too belonged to that era! 
A sudden honking behind me brought me 
crashing back to the earth. I had unknowingly 
hindered the flow of the traffic by standing in 
the middle of the road. I quickly scrambled 
aside to let the auto rickshaw pass. He glared 
back at me angrily. Sigh! It wasn’t as if I was 
some kind of queen for whom the whole traffic 
would pause. 
The last stop of our Walk was the Jami Masjid. 
One of the most intimidating structures I had 
seen! The silence there was something that 
can’t be described in words. It rang in my ears 
and made the huge place and structure infinitely 
more intimidating. This huge place situated 
right in the middle of the clustered city, which 
had  barely enough place to breath, was just 
unbelievable! 
Our Heritage Walk to old city had finally come 
to an end.  
But we had made further plans to go and visit 
another local heritage site in Ahmedabad. It 
was  the  Sarkhej  Roza.  “The  Acropolis of 
Ahmedabad”- that is what the mosque is known 
as. The intricate stone carvings and stark beauty 
of the complex reflect the beauty of the soul of 
the Roza's patron- saint Ganj Baksh. Sarkhej 
Roza fuses both Muslim and Hindu principles 
of architecture. Sultan Qutubuddin Ahmed 
Shah II completed the Roza but it was the next 

sultan,  Mehmud  Begada,  who  gave  the  
complex  its present grandeur. It was  a nice 
experience to see the mosque though the wide 
empty space where the huge tank of water had 
been located previously made me a little sad. 
Why   was   it   that  the  present  trend  of  
modernization was eating away at the beauties 
of our past?  
It was lunchtime by then, our stomachs churned 
empty. We went to “Vishala”- a hotel/
restaurant with a theme of a village in Gujarat. I 
had heard that if you were in Ahmedabad your 
visit  would not be complete without at least 
visiting this restaurant once. It lived up to its 
name! It was fun sitting cross-legged on 
‘khatiyas’ inside thatched mud and straw huts, 
fanning ourselves with handmade handheld 
fans, climbing up and sitting on ‘machadas’ and 
eating from plates kept on our laps. The food 
was  totally traditional  and  certainly mouth 
watering. What an amazing ending given to 
such a trip! 
I was not at all surprised to find that I regretted 
having to stop. Who wouldn’t want to keep on 
exploring  this  splendid city and explore its 
harmony among chaos, unity among diversity, 
its mystique and the daily lives of the people 
living there? The emotions that flooded through 
me  were  a  total  jumble-  I was awestruck, 
exhausted, surprised, shocked and deep in 
thought about the history, culture, custom and 
routine I had just witnessed and experienced to 
a  certain extent.  But mostly I was happy at 
finally being able to see through the layers of 
modernization  that  covered  my  eyes  and  
discovering the rich and magical footprints of 
my ancestors. 
Groups such as IITRAAA are a boon to the 
people. Their efforts mean a lot to me. They 
introduced me to the original Ahmadabad, the 
actual walled city and allowed me to have a 
taste of it. I doubt that if this Walk hadn’t been 
organized by them I would ever have been able 
to visit the city. I thank Mr Vijai Kumar who 
floated the idea of heritage walk in an 
IITRAAA   executive  meeting  and  finally  
implemented   it  successfully. Also, I am 
thankful to IITRAAA to provide me such an 
unforgettable visit. 
The Heritage Walk has been a life changing 
experience for me. I’ll never forget it.  

The best way to find yourself is to lose      
yourself in the service of others 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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7  engineers and  7  doctors are going from Pune to 
Mumbai. So both groups gather at Pune station. 
Both groups are desperately trying to prove their 
superiority 

 

Scene 1 (Pune- Mumbai): 
7  engineers take only 1 ticket and 
7  doctors buy all  7  tickets.. 
doctors are desperately waiting for TC to come...... 
when TC arrives, 
all 7 engineers get in one toilet so when TC knocks, 
one hand come out with the ticket and the TC goes 
away..... 
Now on return journey all of them don't get a direct 
train to Pune. 
So they all decide to take a passenger till Lonavala, 
from there they can easily get a local to Pune 
 

Scene 2 (Mumbai - Lonavala): 
Doctors decided, "this time we will prove that we 
too are equal".... 
All 7 doctors take 1 ticket 
Engineers don't buy any ticket at all !!!!!.. 

TC arrives.... 
All doctors in one toilet. 
All engineers in the opposite. 
One engineer gets out and knocks the door of doc-
tors toilet, 
One hand comes with the tickets, 
He takes the ticket and comes in engineers bath-
room !!!!! 
TC drives out all the doctors from the toilet and 
they are heavily fined. 
 

Scene 3 ( Lonavala)  
So now both the group are on Lonavala station. 
Doctors planning their move for last chance, 
They board the local to Pune. 
This time doctors decide that they will play the 
same (1 ticket) trick. 
All doctors take 1 ticket... 
Engineers buy all  7  tickets this time... 
So TC comes.. 
All engineers showed their tickets ............ ....... .... 
Doctors are still searching for toilet in the local 
train.......  

Ha ha ha ha …….. 
 

Ingredients 

 Amla (goose berry)   1 Kg        big and ripe 

 Sugar     1.5 Kg 

 Fitkery (alum)  1/2 T spoon     powderd 

 Cardamom     8-10        powdered 

Method 

1. Wash amlas and poke all over with a fork  

2. Put them in water with alum in a big pot for 
24 hours 

3. Take out amlas, wash with plain water 

4. Make sugar syrup with 1/2   kg water   and 
1.5 Kg sugar 

5. Boil it for 5 minutes and add amlas in it.  

6. After 5 to 7 minutes add cardamom powder. 

7. Boil till sugar syrup is three strand (honey 
like) consistency. 

8.  Cool and fill it in a glass jar 

9. Enjoy the healthy amla for one year 

Joke from DC Goel’s Pitara Recipe for Amla Murabba 

By Mrs Veena 

The trouble with talking too fast is you may 
say something you have not thought yet.  

Ann Landers; TOI Sept14’ 2011 

 

Busiest Street Light 
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Our Malaysia-Singapore trip was planned almost nine 
months in advance. But still we call it an adventure trip 
because it was planned and executed of our own without 
any help of travel/tour operators. Other reasons were the 
customization of tour to suit our needs (Get-Together cum leisure), the inherent adventure and the 
economics. The three families consisted of 12 (six adults, four kids between 10 to 13 years and 
two between 4 to 5) from Ahmedabad. 

We landed at Kuala Lumpur LCCT Airport on 10th May 2011. All three families were to stay with 
friends at KL so all the hosts came to receive us at KL Sentral, the transportation hub of KL. Next 
day, after breakfast we went to KLCC by LRT (Metro) to see Petronas tower. Just coming out of 
KLCC LRT, it gave us a great view of the Twin Towers. The stainless steel panelling covering the 
towers combines well with the shape to give the building a very revolutionary appearance. After 
visiting  the  Towers,  we  took cabs to visit the Batu Caves (about 13 km). These caves are in 
limestone cliffs and have been religiously important to Hindus (Lord Kartikey). For a long-long 
time we have seen such pictures in books, magazines etc. All of sudden we were standing in front 
of the same statue. It was incredible. To reach the main cave, one must climb 272 steps. All of 

these statues depict various stories and scenes from the religious poems such as the Ramayana.  

We all avoided visiting malls as they are everywhere! Bukit, baku, pinto, tutup, selamat datang 
etc. were now part of our daily conversation. It is a surprise to note that there was no exclusive 
Malay script and it uses the same script as English. .  

Next morning (12th May) we went to Genting highland by Go-Genting bus plus skyway cable car 
(3.4km). The skyway cable car journey was breath-taking. On this ride one can see the dense 
equatorial evergreen forest and as one goes up and up you will find fog/cloud surrounding you and 
all the hotel buildings.  It was nice watching the different types of people in different types of 
dresses.The whole place was so very well planned, all the hotels were interconnected. We stayed 

 An incredible trip to Malaysia-Singapore  
by 

Kiran Singh & Arun Kumar Singh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anvesha and Anusha at 
Petronas Tower 

Batu Caves at Kuala Lumpur On the way to Genting    
Highlands 
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at hotel First World Genting. We opted for unlimited ride tickets to see the outdoor and indoor 
theme parks. The rains spoiled our outdoor rides partly, but we could make it up in the  indoor 
theme park. However, kids were allowed to go for outdoor rides again in the morning. Kids also 
had gala time playing video, other indoor games. The complimentary breakfast includes Indian 
and intercontinental dishes and was fantastic to see how the hotel handled so many guests. And off 
course there were shops and shops and shops and so many places to eat but hardly any Indian 
foods on the outlets. We returned to KL in the evening and had a family Get-together at friend’s 

house with seven of my batch-mates (three being from IIT, Roorkee).  

The short visit (14th and 15th May) of Singapore was awesome and full of memories. We stayed in 
Hotel Landmark village near Bugis MRT and about 10 minutes walk to Little India. First of all we 
went  to  Sentosa  Island  and  spent  the whole day there. Seal show, Dolphin show and visit to 
underwater world were amazing. In the evening we saw the great ‘Song of the seas show’ at the 
Siloso beach which was wonderful. Next day after breakfast we went for city tour which includes 
the famous Singapore flyer, highest in the world and takes about 37minutes to complete one 
round.  The  ride  was excellent  and  we had a 360 degree view of Singapore from flyer. In the 
afternoon, Jurong bird park and Night Safari in the evening were the grand finale of our Singapore 
trip. We had our dinners at restaurants’ of Little India.  

   

        Jurong Bird Park, Singapore                                Tribal dance show, Night safari, Singapore                   

Travelling from the bustling modernity of Kuala lumpur and Singapore to Langkawi and George-
town Penang was very much like travelling some years back in time and space.  

   

Family Get-together at Kuala lumpur  Underwater world at KLCC aquaria 
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Now continuing on our trip...  we took the flight for Langkawi which was right on time and 65 
mins later we landed at the beautiful island of Langkawi. I would strongly suggest a window seat 
if you are heading to Langkawi as the approach to Langkawi airport is breathtaking. The greenery 
in and around the airport is stunning. Staying in Berjaya resort is an experience in itself. The 
whole star cast of forthcoming SRK movie “Don2” stayed here. The Mangrove tour thru different 
caves, KILIM Geoforest park to open Andaman Sea was awesome. You can also rent a car and 
you will find that the island roads are clearly marked and directions are very simple to follow. This 
place is also a shopper’s delight and offers duty free shopping. Further, we continued our tour to 

Penang and stayed at Holiday Inn. We were surprised to see Penang also bustling with modernity 
at the same time conserving their heritage. For similar reasons we preferred the other traditional 
aspects of  the  trip  to  the  more  modern ones. Next day, we opted for full day tour of Penang 
including heritage city Georgetown, Penang hill rail ride, reclining Buddha, toys museum, Penang 
Bridg 

 

                  
               Reclining Buddha, at Penang                      Bird’s eye view of city from Penang hill 

Next day we went to KL and then returned to Kolkata on 22nd May, 2011. We all dispersed from 
Kolkata  for  different  places  and  our  great trip comes to an end. We all agreed that it was an 
incredible trip as well as not heavy on our pockets compared to other means. 

The trip to Malaysia-Singapore was perhaps the most interesting trip I have ever been on. It takes 
time to digest as many impressions as we got in just two weeks. Our get-together with our old 
friends  will  be everlasting in our memories. Malaysia seems like a country of peaceful prospe 
Malaysia seems like a country of peaceful prosperity and modernity, especially Western values. 
Naturally,  what  impressed  us  the  most  was  everything  that  was different, all the traditions 
intertwined with modern Malaysia. Singapore on the other hand, everything must be fast, efficient 
and convenient; for some reason more convenient has become synonymous with better. 

   
Stunning view of 
Berjaya Resort, 
Langkawi 

KILIM Geo-forest  
(‘Don-2’ shot 
here) 
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In wireless services there are two main competing 
network technologies: 

1.  GSM(Global System for Mobile 
Communication)  
2.  CDMA(Code Division Multiple 
Access) 

 
The GSM association is an international organiza-
tion founded in 1987, whereas CDMA is proprietary 
standard designed by Qualcom in the US. The 
CDMA is a dominant network in North America 
and parts of Asia only. There are camps on both 
sides  that firmly believe either GSM or CDMA 
architecture  is  superior to each other, however, 
following  considerations  may  be  helpful t o a 
consumer,  who  simply  want  to make a choice 
between two: 
 (a)  Coverage:  A  GSM tower normally have a 
coverage up to 3 km, whereas a CDMA tower has a 
coverage 5 km  with same frequency band on hand 
held terminals (mobile handsets) 

 
Both CDMA and GSM offers fixed terminals with 
external patch panel antennas, using which the 
range of the tower is increased to a great extent. 
This is due to higher sensitivity of the patch panel 
antennas which are installed usually at building 
heights in the outdoor such as in the balcony etc. 
However,  in practice,  GSM  is used for mobile 
service and CDMA is used for WLL. In case of 
CDMA technology one has to use the instrument for 
the  same  operator’s   connectivity only. Some 
companies have provided mobile service also on 
CDMA but with restriction of instrument to be used 
only for that connection. 
(b)  Data transfer speed: With advent of cellular 
phones with use for streaming videos and emails 
etc. internet speed has become important CDMA 
has been traditionally considered faster than GSM, 
though both technologies continue to develop in this 
regard as under : 

 
I. Evolution in GSM technology 

                                                                    
GPRS/EDGE : GPRS (General Pocket Radio 
Service) & EDGE (Enhanced Data rates for 
GSM Evolution) in GSM technology known as 
2.5 G technologies boasts data rates up to 40 
Kbps and 384 Kbps respectively. 
 
                                                                            

UMTS & HSDPA : Universal Mobile Tele-
phone Standard (UMTS) and High speed 
Downlink Packet Access (HSDPA) known as 3 
G & 3.5 G, respectively increases downlink 
speed up to 1.8 Mbps to 14.4 Mbps. 

                                                                  
 LTE : LTE (Long Term Evolution) is the next 
step from 3G on GSM technology curve. This 
new radio access technology will be optimized 
to deliver very fast data speeds of up to 100 
Mbps downlink and 50 Mbps uplink. 

                                                                      
LTE:– Advanced: It extends the technology 
principles beyond LTE and allowing multiple 
carriers to be bonded together into a single 
stream and target peak data rates of 1Gbps have 
been set (4G technology). 
 
II. Evolution in CDMA technology 
                                                                       
NIC( Network Interface Card) :  Also known as 
CDMA2001X(IS95 A/B) is availability of 
CDMA NIC cards which can be plugged in as 
USB dongles/PCMCIA interface and connect to 
CDMA network and internet browsing speed up 
to 144 kbps can be availed. 
                                                                   
EVDO (Evolution Data Only) : Also known as 
CDMA 20001X is CDMA’s answer to the need 
for speed with a downstream rate up to 2.4 
Mbps. 
                                                                           
(a) SIM (Subscriber Identity Module) : In GSM 
phones, the removable SIM cards allows 
phones to be instantly activated, interchanged, 
swapped  out  and  upgraded without carrier 
intervention. CDMA phones normally require 
proprietary  handsets  that  are linked to one 
carrier only and are not card enabled. The 
CDMA  phones  have   recently  started  using 
R-UIM cards. 
                                                                         
(b)  International Roaming : If you travel to 
other countries you can use your GSM phone 
abroad provided it is quad band phone (850 / 
900 / 1800 / 1900 Ghz). By purchasing a card 
with minute and a local number in the country 
you are visiting, you can make calls against the 
card to save yourself international roaming 
charges from your carrier back home. 
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The strength does not come from physical    
capacity. It comes from an indomitable will. 
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 CDMA phones that are not card enabled and 
don’t have this capability. However, there are 
several countries that use CDMA network and 
you may check with your caller (CDMA pro-
vider) for any roaming agreement. 

According to http://cdg.org, CDMA network 
supports  over  574  million  CDMA   2000  
subscribers  worldwide while http://gsm.org 
tallies up their score at over 1 billion. 
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