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Dear VAANI Readers 

VAANI enters its 4th year after publishing 12 issues in the last three years without 

any break. It is a great achievement and could be done only with your encouragement 

and support. The editor expresses his gratitude to all of you for this.  

Let me wish you a belated very happy new year 2014, Uttarayan, Pongal, Makarsank-

ranti, Bihu and Ed-e-. Milad. The celebrations must have rejuvenated your life. It will 

not be out of place to suggest to rejuvenate the VAANI too. We in IITRAAA have talent in all fields. Hence 

we (The VAANI Team) has decided to introduce some new features from next issue onwards. A Family 

Nukkad is being introduced specially for the IITRAAA family members. This platform is now available to 

you for items like ethnic recipes,  short stories, health tips, riddles & puzzles, party games, adventure trips 

etc  but not limited to these topics only. There is no limit to extend the scope. I wish the members make use 

of the arena. This time we have also introduced a cover page design contest.  

The new features in this issue are the list of Events and Festivals we celebrate in a year. Finance column 

gives information on latest finance issues and schemes. The IITians and specially IITRians in news and dis-

covery of  some more senior IITR Alumni have been covered in the issue. I suggest the members to inform 

me about any other IITR alumnus who is among your relatives, generations before. You can also collect 

such information from your friend /relative circle.  I hope the news items may satisfy your IITian appetite. 

IITR has made a great contribution to the success of ISRO, by participating in the development of various 

space systems like, launch vehicles, space crafts, space applications, infrastructures etc. We have tried to 

highlight this aspect in this issue and introduced the alumni who contributed to the shinning glory of ISRO. I 

hope you will appreciate our efforts to keep you abreast with the latest news and request you to strengthen 

our hands further. Have a happy and peaceful first quarter of the year 

Vijai Kumar 
Editor- VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA 

Vijai11946@yahoo.co.uk, mob no 09327008244, 08866840208 

EDITOR’S DESK 
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We compliment VAANI team on interesting and informative VAANIs over the past several years. 
Effort at gathering varied items is noticeable, especially on the part of Editor/Team. I wish more 
and more members contribute to the panorama of the magazine.   

Specific feedbacks on the latest 2 issues: (i) July 2013 issue It was particularly read and enjoyed 
engrossingly by my wife Dr. Anjana Desai, Retired Prof./Head Dept. of Geography, Gujarat 
University, as her favourite topic of “Ahmedabad City’s Structure & History”, appeared in `Latent 
Talent’ Segment-specially by Antara Roy. (My humorous addition: Rather than Sufi Saint, 
children remember a `Rabbit of Sabarmati’ who attacked Badshah Ahmed’s dog, so King thought 
this water makes people brave and chose the site for Ahmedabad. I interpret that incident as: “The 
dog, upon drinking Sabarmati’s water, became so weak and scared type, that he ran away even 
from a mere hare). (ii) Oct’2013 issue:  Thanks for adding Food Bill details below my article. By 
the way, on p.15 Col. 2 Line 20, add a MINUS sign before 2%.  

Dr Pranav Desai 

Retd ISRO Scientist 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

THE UNSINKABLE SHIP THAT WAS ALERTED BEFORE IT SANK 
 

Three football fields in length, 11 stories tall, with multistar hotel amenities, passenger ship Titanic 
was considered unsinkable and believed that even GOD himself could not sink the ship, but a 
monstrous iceberg sent it to the bottom of the sea, only five days after it left England on its maiden 
voyage starting on April10’1912. The 46000 ton gigantic liner, carrying 891 crews, 1316 
passengers, some of them enormously wealthy, sailed towards New York from Southampton, 
England through the North Atlantic Ocean.  

Titanic was speeding at 22 knot speed, contrary to the practice followed through icy waters. On 
April 14 moonless night, there had been at least six ice warnings from other ships plying on the 
same pathway to North America, known as the Newfoundland route.  First the steamer Caronia 
alerted Titanic captain E J Smith who just acknowledged the message. In the afternoon Baltik gave 
the warning to Smith “Icebergs and large quantities of field ice today in latitude 41 deg 51 mts and 
longitude 49 deg 52 mts.” This was ignored again, this time by the Managing Director of the cruise.  
At least twice the Californian sent messages. “Three large icebergs, we are stuck here surrounded by 
ice” was the first warning. At 9.40 PM another warning came from Mesaba for having seen a much 
heavier iceberg and field ice directly 
ahead of Titanic. There was an ominous 
sign. The water temperature fell rapidly 
from 43 deg F to slightly below the 
freezing point in only a few hours, an 
indication that the ice might be floating 
near. Yet Titanic neither slowed nor 
turned southward to avoid the collision.  

When they saw the iceberg right ahead 
they had no time to revert back, the 
mishap happened and more than 1500 
people perished.   

(Great Mysteries of the Past-Reader’s Digest)        
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The annual sports day, the first new year event, 
was celebrated on Jan 19 this year, at a sports 
ground in Karai, Gandhi Nagar This is the day, 
every member and their family keep waiting 
eagerly and rejoice the participative events. 
Items like senior citizens fast walking contest, 
couple bucket & ball competition, children 
lemon & spoon race and many other events 
alike were a great fun among the participants of 
all age. The speciality of the event was that al-
most each individual present was a participant 
and spectator as well. The moderate cold 
weather added to the fun and excitement.   

The fun and frolic during the whole forenoon 
unfolded enormous appetite among the partici-
pants. And there was a sumptuous lunch wait-
ing for them. This was followed by the general 
body meeting, wherein the new members were 
introduced, the constitutional amendments and 
accounts got approved. New members who 
joined the association and were present on the 
occasion, were introduced along with their fam-
ily members. The list is as follows  

Sri Dheeraj Awasthi, MSc Chem-2005 batch 

Sri Harish Kumar, MSc -Phy-1993, Reliance 
Communications,  Ahmedabad 

Sri Amit Garg, IIM Ahmedabad 

Sri Rajeev Gupta, BE Elec-1991 batch, DGM
-ONGC, Ahmedabad (in absentia) 

The general body also felicitated Sri Harish 
Kumar, whose name was included in the 
LIMCA Book of Records 2013, for completing 
a solo all India Motor Expedition covering a 
distance of 15963 Km through 28 States and 7 
Union Territories of India, in 29 days, 6 hrs and 
20 mts.  

 Sri Vijai Kumar, the editor of the magazine 
‘VAANI-The Voice Of IITRAAA’, was also 
felicitated for completing 3 years of publishing 
the magazine without a break and bringing out 
12 issues during this period. His efforts were 
applauded and commended by all. 

Sri Vijai kumar told that VAANI needed to be 
renovated. At present, the regular features in-
cluded IITRAAA, IITR & PANIIT news, Fi-
nance & Law news relevant to the members 
and  ‘The Events That Echoed’. Special fea-
tures included essay competition, adventure 
trips, scientific articles, jokes, word of wisdom, 
riddles, about philanthropic organisations, etc. 
Cover page design for each issue was a chal-
lenge each time. The VAANI team has done a 
commendable job to support bringing out the 
magazine in time and with substance.  He in-
vited suggestions to introduce new and unique 
features.  

The new features 
planned, were in-
corporating letters 
to the editor page, 
cover page design 
contest and Family 
Nukkad columns. 
Family Nukkad 
will be a platform 
where every family 
member could par-
ticipate and add to 
the family pano-
rama of talents.  

IITRAAA NEWS 
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Prizes were distributed to the winners of vari-
ous sports events. The next program announced 
was a trip to the Solar Park, near Mehsana and 

a nearby water park  on Feb 1.  The sports day 
ended with a cup of tea.   
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Felicitation of Sri Vijai kumar, The editor VAANI on 
completion of three years of publication of VAANI 

Felicitation of Sri Harish Kumar for his name appearing 
in LIMCA Book Of records 2013. 
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VAANI ANNOUNCES  COVER PAGE DESIGN CONTESTS 
. 
Entries are invited for the VAANI Cover Page Design, in three categories.  

1) Tiny tots up to the age of 5 yrs.  

2) School and College Students 

3) The members and their spouses 

The first category is essentially to make drawing on drawing paper. Let the infants try their hand 
with brush and colours. We will make a sense out of it. The paper size should be A3. 

The second and third category drawings can either be on drawing paper (A3 size) or on computer 
using any relevant SW (eg coral draw and  Photoshop etc) and converted into JPG/JPEG format. 

The entries should be submitted to any of the VAANI team members by Feb 28. Winning entries 

will be announced in one of the VAANI issues.   

IITRIANS -THE NEWS MAKERS   
 
 
HARISH KUMAR: Yes! He is the man who 

completed the All India Motor expedition in 29 

days, 6 hrs and 20 mts, covering a distance of 

15963 Km across 28 States and 7 Union 

Territories using a Tata Safari SUV. Hold! this 

itself is not the only excitement, the real 

excitement is that he is a person with only one 

hand since his right hand was missing below 

the elbow since birth. Despite this he completed 

the expedition using a SUV without any 

modification for physically challenged persons. 

He was the single driver during the whole 

expedition. For this rare dare devil attempt, his 

name has been included in the Limca Book Of 

Records 2013.  

His ambitions do not end here, as he decided to  

take up yet another expedition to cover the 

national quadrilateral route (Ahmedabad-Delhi-

Calcutta- Chennai- Mumbai-Ahmedabad). And 

he did it, which has again qualified him for 

another Limca Book of Records 2014 to be 

published sometimes in Feb 2014. It was a 

journey of 5911 Kms covered just in 5 days 9 

hrs and 3 mts. And as if this was not enough, he   

fixed his next bench mark for an expedition 

from Delhi to London. He is now waiting for 

response from sponsors to fund the mission.  

Sri Harish Kumar is an IITian from Roorkee 

and Delhi. Born in April 1971 in Dehradun 

(Uttarkhand), he did his MSc-phy from IIT 

Roorkee in 1993 and M Tech from IIT Delhi in 

1995. He is a telecom professional  and worked 

with major telecom companies like Airtel, 

TATA,. Presently he is with Reliance 

Communication based at Ahmedabad. His wife 

is an interior designer. He has two children, a 

daughter and a son. His ambition is to 

encourage the physically challenged persons to 

become self dependant and to start a driving 

school for these people.  

He is a very lively person easily mingling with 

friends and children. One could see him acting 

of his own as one of the organiser in the recent 

get together of IITRAAA held on Jan 19 in 

Ahmedabad without anybody noticing his 

handicap feature. IITRAAA felicitated him in 

the Get-together for him getting the honour to 

have his name appear in the Limca Book of 

Records. IITRAAA wished him  further 

success in his future missions.  
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Sanjeev Srivastava  
 

The  knock of 
Aam Aadmi 
party (AAP) is 
now being heard 
in Ahmedabad 
too. The birth of 
A A P  i n 
Ahmedabad took 
place about a 
year before.   One of the active organiser of the 
group in Ahmedabad is Mr Sanjeev Srivastava. 
He is the secretary of AAP-Ahmedabad who 
was actively engaged in the election campaign 
of AAP in Delhi also.  

Mr Srivastava is an IIT Roorkee Alumnus of 
1980 batch of BE Chem Engg. He worked in 
several petroleum organisations like ONGC, 
and abroad. He was involved in number of oil 
exploration projects, the important one being 
the Bombay High. His last job was in GSPC as 
Vice President. He resigned from this post to 
join AAP.  On being asked why he left such a 
lucrative job, he retorted that  the money he  
earned during his service period was good 
enough  to pull on the life of his family. He said 
“I wanted to fight against corruption since my 
father was also a victim of corruption in UP. 

The very idea of bringing SWARAJ, the core 
of democracy, and rationality in governance 
and politics stirred my thoughts. I challenged 
myself that how long the educated and decent 
people can be ruled by incompetent and 
criminal people and we can do nothing? Are we 
so helpless?"  

Thus he joined AAP with a noble cause. 
VAANI Team wish him a great success in his 
future missions.  

FAMILY NUKKAD 
 

On completion of 3 years of publication of VAANI, a new feature “FAMILY 

NUKKAD”  is being incorporated from April’2014 issue onwards. Family 

members can send their entries to the editor for incorporation in this 

column. You can choose subjects like, ethnic/rare/health recipes, health 

tips, first aid measures for infants at home, integrated health treatment, 

riddles/puzzles, jokes, words of wisdom, family party games, narration of 

short events, anecdotes, art, photography, achievements of children but 

not limited to these topics only. This will be a unique opportunity to 

enhance your creativeness and knowledge at the same time to decorate 

the  VAANI stage  

Members of IITRAAA are requested to motivate their family members to 

whole heartedly contribute in this column and become a VAANI partner.  
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IITR AND IITRAA NEWS (from websites) 

Yes! It is true that the famous and our beloved 

main building of erstwhile University of Roor-

kee has been renamed as ‘ JAMES THOMA-

SON BUILDING’ after the honourable James 

Thomason, a famous Lieutenant Governor of 

the North Western  Provinces of India. He was 

instrumental in creating the institution during 

his rule.   

Shri Sumerchand: He graduated in Civil Engi-
neering from Thomason College of Engineer-
ing at Roorkee and belonged to 1913 batch. He 
was born in 1895 at village Landhaura near 
Roorkee, now in Uttarakhand. Shri Sumer-
chand served Uttar Pradesh (then United Prov-
inces) Irrigation Department throughout his 
professional career from where he retired as 
Chief Engineer in 1950. By then India had at-
tained its freedom from British Raj. He served 
Irrigation Department with great distinction and 
was known as one of the best engineer of his 
time. Even his British engineering colleagues 
admired his dedication and ingenuity.  Shri 
Sumerchand lived a life of an illustrious Indian 
citizen and breathed his last in 1980 at the age 
of 85 years. 

Shri Prahlad Das: Born on June 13’1915 in 
Allahabad (Uttar Pradesh) in a distinguished 
freedom fighters and judges’ family of the city, 
Sri Prahlad Das studied in Thomason College 

of Engineering Roorkee. He 
completed his Civil Engi-
neering degree in 1938 and 
secured double gold medals 
in his batch. One of the 
medal was for excellence in 
design 

After graduation, he joined 
Uttar Pradesh (then United 
Provinces) Irrigation Department where he 
served until 1976 and retired as Chief Engineer. 
He was one of the most admired, straight for-
ward and meritorious engineer known for his 
honesty and integrity. After retirement he was 
invited to join Asian Institute of Water Re-
source Management at Roorkee University as 
Director where he served until 1978 and was 
responsible to train large number of Asian engi-
neers.   

Among other highlights of Shri Das’s career 
include his visit to US for one year in 1959 on 
the invitation of US government to understand 
the earth dam design followed in US. Upon 
return, he created Design Directorate in the De-
partment of Irrigation and he was appointed as 
its first Director. During his tenure as Director, 
Shri Das was responsible for design of Kala-
garh Earth Dam, now in Uttarakhand.  

He was the son-in- law of Sri Sumerchand. He 
passed away in year of 1997 at the age of 82 at 
Ahmedabad.  

 

Prof. Vipin Kumar  Academic / Research 

Prof. M. P. Singh   Academic/Research 

Shri Satish Chandra   Corporate Develo- 
Agnihotri   pment 

Shri Virendra Singh Engineering and 
Verma   Services 
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DISTINGUISHED IITR ALUMNI 2013 
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Indian Space Research Organisation is about 5 
decade old and one of the premier R&D 
Institution of India in the field of Space and its 
Applications. During this period, satellite 
launch vehicles (SLVs), earth satellites, space 
applications and ground infrastructures were  
developed and realised to benefit the common 
man and to uplift the reputation of our Country 
among the developed nations of the world. 
Engineers and Scientists from various 
institutions in India were inducted as scientists 
and engineers. ISRO, as on today, has 
established its image among the space faring 
nations of the world and our nation is reaping 
the benefit of space applications such as 
forecasting agricultural crop yield, monitoring 
forest cover, monitoring & forecasting weather, 
discovering sea and earth resources, providing 
crucial data for disaster management, 
cartography, satellite communication, satellite 

navigation and many more alike. Now India has 
penetrated into the deep space missions like 
Moon and Mars explorations and moving fast 
forward towards the manned space flights. 
Today ISRO has successfully accomplished 
more than 100 missions. Shortly India will 
become self dependent to launch all class of 
satellites.  
A great credit for ISRO’s success goes to self 
motivated engineers and scientists rendering 
selfless service in a Central Government set up. 
In bringing the ISRO to this level, IIT Roorkee 
Alumni have played a significant role. They 
were there even from early seventies and 
continuing as on today. Many of them have 
retired and the younger ones are continuing to 
make the difference. On the occasion of ISRO’s 
100 mission  completion and subsequent 
successes in launching Mangalyan, navigation 
satellite (IRNSS) last year and GSLV-D5 
heralding the cryogenic propulsion era, early 
this year, VAANI brings out the list of IIT 
Roorkee Alumni who have made their impact 
felt. Well done fellow alumni. Keep it up.          

ISRO’S GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
THE ROLE  IITR ALUMNI PLAYED   

Name   Year  Degree/Branch  Field of Contribution 
 
Vijai Kumar   1967/1969 BE/ME-Mech Quality & Configuration Management for Satellite 
VSSC/SAC (Retd)       Launch Vehicle Development Projects,    
        Development of  Satellite payload mechanical  
        systems, Progress Reviews for Sat P/L projects   
 
Late Dr P K Gupta 1969  MSc - Maths  Mathematical Modelling for space systems 
SAC 
Dr S B Sharma   1970/72 BE/ME -E&C Development and realisation of Satellite Antenna 
SAC-(Retd)       Systems      
   
V S Yadav   1970  ME-E&C  Development and realisation of Satellite Ground 
SAC (Retd)        Communication Systems 
  
S K Singh   1969/1972 BE/ME E&C  Development and realisation of Communication 
SAC (Retd)       Satellite Payload Systems   
          
A C Mathur  1977/1988 BE/ME-Mech Development and realisation of Satellite Antenna- 
SAC        Mechanical Systems 
 
D R Rajak  1990  BE-Civil  Development and realisation of remote sensing 
SAC        applications for agriculture. Also study of polar ice 
 
Prakash Chauhan 1990  MTech  Planetary Sciences   
SAC     App  Geophysics 
 
K K Sood  1992  ME-E&C  Development and realisation of satellite antenna 
SAC        systems and Mars Orbital Mission communication 
 
Arvind K singh 1994  MSc-Phy  Satellite Data processing for Chandrayan/   
SAC        Mangalyan experiments and Astrosat mission 
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S K Singh  1997  M Tech  Remote Sensing development for glacier Studies  
SAC      App Geophysics    
 
Ritesh Agrawal 2000  BE Civil  Remote Sensing development for coastal features and  
 SAC        land topography 
 
Akhilesh Sharma 2002  M Tech-CST  Reliability of various Software Systems for payloads 
SAC        & ground checkout systems and information  
        management   
 
Jitendra Sharma 2002  M Tech-CST  Payload data handling 
SAC 
Sunil kushwaha 2002  M Tech-E&C  Ground Terminal development for communication 
SAC 
Kapil Sharma  2002  M Tech-CST  Development of SATCOM applications for distance 
SAC        education and earth station   
 
Sweta Sharma 2004  M Tech-Phy  Interferometery and Calibration 
SAC 
Ashwani Kumar 2005  M Sc-Phy  Quantum Dot Infrared Photo Detector 
SAC 
 
Hrishikesh Kumar 2011  MSC   Developing geo science applications 
SAC     App Geology 
 
Pradeep Kumar 1977  BE- Mech  Development and realisation of  actuator based  
VSSC         control systems for launch vehicles  
 
Dr Sharad C Sharma 1982  BE-Metallurgy Development and realisation of materials and  
VSSC        processes for launch vehicles   
 
Bhanu Pant  1982  BE-Metallurgy Development and realisation of materials and  
VSSC        processes for launch vehicles  
 
Atul K Bansal 2012  BE-Metallurgy Material development for GSLV D5 
VSSC 
 

THE ABOVE LIST IS NOT COMPLETE. ADDITIONS WILL BE BROUGHT OUT IN THE 
APRIL’2014 ISSUE 

11 

 
Failure doesn't  kill you. It increases your desire to make something happen. 

Kevin Costner, an actor 
 

I don't want to be presented as some deity. I would like to be remembered as an ordinary human 
being with virtues and vices 

Nelson Mandela,  
 

Just because you are nervous doesn't mean you have to look nervous. No body can look inside you. 
Project what you want to project.  

Valerie Jarrett, Senior Adviser to US President barrack Obama 
 

People aren't  either wicked or noble, They’re like chef’s salads, with good things and bad things 
chopped and mixed together in a vinaigrette of confusion and conflict. 
 

 Lemony Snicket, an author 
A collection from RD. sep’2014 
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PAN IIT NEWS (from the websites and news items) 

From a civil 
a c t i v i s t 
a g a i n s t 
corruption in 
Government, 
Mr Arvind 
Kejriwal, an 
IIT Kanpur alumnus, rose to become a 
politician by forming AAM AADMI PARTY 
(AAP). He fought Delhi Elections in December 
2013 and won it by defeating the earlier Chief 
Minister Mrs Sheela Dixit. His party AAP, 
though, in minority, was invited to form the 
Delhi Government. Mr Kejriwal is now the 
Chief Minister of Delhi. Successful in the first 
attempt, he is the first Chief Minister of AAP.   

He was also declared as the Times of India’s 
Person of the year 2013.  

The IITians were active in politics even before 
AAP took birth. Mr Jairam Naresh, an IITian 
from IIT Bombay and presently the Central 
Government Minister, belongs to Congress 
Party. Mr Manohar Parikar, an IITian from IIT-
B, is the Goa Chief Minister and belongs to 
BJP. Mr Somnath Bharti who is AAP Minister 
in Delhi Government, is an IITian from IIT 
Delhi.  Mr Arvind Gupta (IITBHU92), the head 
of BJP’s IT Cell, was one of the prominent 
IITians in the Delhi elections.  

AAP seems to be a newest political platform 
for IITians. A large number of IITians are  
becoming members of the party nation wide.  

Fondly known as Professor, CNR RAO,  a 
renowned national scientist has been awarded 

the highest 
c i v i l i a n 
h o n o u r 
Bharat Ratna.  

Chintamani 
N a g e s a 
Ramachandra 
Rao, a fellow 
of Royal Society, was born on 30 June 1934 in 
Bangalore and is an Indian Chemist who has 
worked mainly in solid state and structural 
chemistry. He currently serves as Head of the 
Scientific Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister of India. He was a former faculty 
member at IIT Kanpur and served there as the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of IITK 
from 2002 to 2005. 

He  has been conferred the honorary doctorates 
from 60 universities from around the world and 
has authored around 1,500 research papers and 
45 scientific books. He is the recipient of most 
of the major scientific awards, and is member 
of all major scientific organisations. On 16 
November 2013, the Government of India 
conferred him Bharat Ranta, making him the 
third scientist after C V Raman and APJ 
Kalam to get the award.  

7 of the 13 IIMs in India have IIT Alumni as 
Directors.  

Mr Sushil Vachani: Director IIM Bangalore. 
He is  a graduate of IIT Kanpur 1973 batch.  

Mr Ashish Nanda: Director IIM Ahmedabad. 
He is a graduate from IIT Delhi from 1981 
batch., IIM Ahmedabad and Harvard Business 
School.  

N. Ravichandaran: Director IIM Indore. He is 
a Ph.D from IIT Madras (1980). 

P. Rameshan: Director IIM-Rohtak. He is a 

KEJRIWAL IN POWER IN DELHI 

 

THE IITIANS IN POLITICS 

AND NOW BHARAT RATNA FOR AN 
IITIAN  

 

IITIAN DIRECTORS IN 7 IIMs  
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Ph.D. in Economics from IIT Kharagpur 
(1992). 

B.S. Sahay: Founding Director of IIM Raipur.  
He holds a Ph.D. from IIT Delhi (1995). 

Janat Shah: Director IIM Udaipur. He is an 
IIT Bombay (1980) graduate. 

Gautam Sinha: Director IIM Kashipur. He 
was a professor for over 10 years at IIT - 
Kharagpur. 

Ever heard of  a  IIT 
coaching centre for 
u n d e r  p r i v i l e g e d 
children  with almost 
negligible cost but with 
higher success rate as 
compared with their 
peers in market? Yes! 
SUPER-30 is such an organisation in Bihar 
working under the banner of ‘Ramanujam 
School of Mathematics’. It searches 30 
meritorious talents every year from among the 
economically backward sections of the society 
and moulds them to enter into the most 
prestigious institutions of India, IITs. They 
provide free coaching, food and lodging. In the 
last seven years it has produced hundreds of 
IITians from extremely poor background.  

The founder of the trust is a mathematician Mr 
Anand Kumar. Fascinated by mathematics 
since early childhood he always dreamt of 
becoming a mathematician. His 
love for mathematics came to 
fore front in 1992, when he 
formed a Mathematics Club, 
‘ R a m a n u j a m S c h o o l  o f   
Mathematics’, while he was still 
d o i n g  g r a d u a t i o n .  H i s 
mathematical inclination was 
spotted by some renowned 
teachers. Under the guidance of 
his mentor and guru, Devi Prasad  
Verma, then the Head, of the 

Department of Mathematics in Patna Science 
College. Anand started a training programme 
for mathematics lovers. It was a free 
programme, which anybody with interest in 
mathematics could join. As the time passed by 
Anand contributed  several papers on 
mathematics to various national and 
international journals, magazines and 
newspapers. In 1994, Anand got an opportunity 
to pursue higher education in Cambridge 
University, but could not avail the opportunity 
due his poor financial condition. This set back 
moved him so much that he decided to do 
something for the poor students  who, despite 
having talent, could not grow the way they 
should have been. This led to the birth of new 
forum ‘Ramanujam School of Mathematics’. 
Here he trained a small group of students for 
IIT competitive examinations at a very nominal 
fee. For those who were extremely poor and 
were in no position to pay even the small 
amount, money never became a hurdle. They 
just had to pay nothing. After some time, 
Anand decided to shape his programme 
seriously to cater to the poor, but meritorious 
students more significantly. He called his 
brother Pranav Kumar, a talented violinist, 
from Mumbai and planned to start the 
innovative Super 30 programme.  

To generate the finances in the beginning, 
Anand earned by teaching students of other 
schools. His mother cooked food for the 
students. Rigorous training of the students 
showed results in the first year itself.  
In the last eight years, 212 students out of 240 
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have made to different IITs of the country. In 
2003, when Super 30 started its journey, 18 out  
of 30 students competed. The very next year, 
the number jumped to 22. In 2005, it improved 
further to 26. Continuing the trend, 28 students  
made it in 2006 and 2007. However, the ‘magic 
moment’ came in 2008, when the result was an 
astonishing 30 out of 30. Super 30 had hit the  
bull’s eye. It was ‘a dream comes true’ for 
Anand and his team. Super 30  
has done it again in 2009 and 2010. It has been 
30 out of 30 for the years in succession. It was 
the result of dedicated effort of a  
committed group of teachers, led by Anand. A 
senior police officer Abhyanand, who is now 
involved with other social activities, also 
played his part in motivating the students by 
finding some time off his busy  
schedule.  

The ring of super30 has started  to be heard 
world over. Tokyo University assured a 
scholarship to at least one student of this 
famous coaching centre. “We have heard a lot 
about Super 30,” said Jonathan Woodward, 
project associate and professor at the 
University’s department of Chemistry. “The 
Japanese media has also documented it. Now, 
we are here to see whether bright students from 

Super 30 can make it to Japan for advance 
studies. All that we need is talent. If students 
are poor, they can get full scholarship,” he said. 

Recently, Japan’s National Broadcasting 

Corporation ran a program about the “Super 

30″ titled “Indian Shock,” highlighting the 

uncommonly high acceptance rates of the 

program graduates in some of the toughest 

examinations in India. In the past 10 years, 281  

out of 300 students from the coaching center 

have cracked the IIT-JEE. 

The centre, and its founder, has received praise 

from a lot of quarters. Time Magazine had 

selected the coaching centre in its Best of Asia, 

2010 list. It has been termed as the best institute 

in the country by the US President’s special 

envoy. Newsweek has included the center 

amongst the four most innovative schools in the 

world. And the founder, Anand Kumar, has 

received the highest honour from the 

Government of Bihar. 

It is a testimony of the fact that the brains grow 

in poverty too. They only need to be identified 

and honed up. And to do this we need a person 

like Anand with a heart of  diamond.  

THE PAIN OF AN IITIAN IAS SPEAKS 

 

I learnt that there are instructions to issue 10 charge sheets and 10 criminal complaints, in 

the courts against me, in order to sully my reputation and tar me so as to benefit the ruling 

political party in the ensuing general elections 
Ashok Khemka, IAS Officer, Haryana Cadre  

 

‘The witch hunting must stop’. Disciplinary action as a tool and instrument of vendetta and 

witch hunting would subvert and destroy the All India Services, and the very purpose for 

which they have been established. Nixing Vadra deal my worst crime 
Ashok Khemka , IAS  

 

Can Tendulkars emerge with unfair umpires or biased rules or ill prepared grounds 
Ashok Khemka, IAS (on the corrupt political-bureaucratic nexus) 

 

Let them hit me, I’ll get up gain 
Ashok Khemka, IAS (on charges of misconduct) 
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GSLV D5 Launch Successful 

The  launch vehicle GSLV-D5, the fifth flight 

of GSLV, was successfully achieved on Jan 

5’2014 and had put satellite GSAT-14, 

weighing about 2000 Kg, in the highly elliptical 

geo-transfer orbit (highest point at  36000 Km 

known as apogee and lowest point at 175 Km 

known as perigee above earth). The launch 

vehicle ejected the satellite, after 17 mts and 7 

seconds after take off, at perigee point giving 

the required velocity of 9.8 Km per second,  so 

that it reaches the apogee of 36000 Km on the 

opposite side of the earth. The significance of 

this success is that it had indigenously 

developed cryogenic engine in its third stage. 

Before this flight only Russian cryo engines 

were being used. This is a new feather in the 

cap of ISRO, as it opens the flood gates for 

launching 4000 kg class satellites and manned 

space missions by next generation launch 

vehicle GSLV-Mark III under development. 

GSLV-MkIII uses the same cryogenic engine but of higher capability. Hence ISRO is now busy in 

scaling up the engine. 

GSLV is multi stage rocket weighing about 415 000 Kg. It is lifted on ignition of the first stage 

providing an upward thrust of about 670000 Kg. The rocket can now be used for launching 

geostationary and low earth orbit satellites and deep space mission space crafts . 

Mangalyan 

The Indian space craft, “Mangalyan” was successfully launched into the first phase of earth orbit 

on Nov 5’2013 by PSLV rocket. The main objectives of this ambitious mission were  

Design and realisation of the mangalyan 

spacecraft with a capability to survive and 

perform earth orbit operations, cruise phase of 

300 days travel in deep space and orbiting 

around Mars 

Deep space communication, navigation, 

mission planning and management 

Incorporate autonomous features to handle 

contingency situation 

THE EVENTS THAT ECHOED 
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Exploration of mars surface features, morphology, topography, mineralogy, martian atmosphere 

by Indian instruments.   

1340 Kg spacecraft was developed and realised by ISRO in coordination with  its various centres. 

Deep space missions envisage real challenge of navigation & guidance, communication and 

perform experiments at an unknown planet. The signal travelling time to Mars and back to earth 

takes about 40 mts time. Hence autonomous onboard command systems are needed to perform 

near real time functions. The Mangalyan will only orbit around the planet and conduct remote 

sensing operations. There is no plan for its landing on the surface of Mars. It will take 300 days to 

reach to Mars orbit after it leaves the earth orbit and is already set for the cruise journey. The Yan 

will reach Mangalyan orbit sometimes in Sep 2014.       

The success of Mangalyan will pave the way for manned space flights and deep space missions in 
furure.  
 

The Inventor of Kalashnikov Riffle AK 47 died  

The inventor of AK47 riffle Mikhail Kalashnikov 

died at the age of 94 in Dec 2013. He designed the 

weapon that became synonymous with killing on a 

sometimes indiscriminate scale. He was seen in the 

Soviet Union as a national hero and symbol of 

Moscow's proud military past. However, 

Kalashnikov had said he never intended for the rifle 

to become the preferred weapon in conflicts around 

the world. He wrote to the head of the Russian 

Orthodox Church in May 2012, wondering if he was responsible for the many deaths caused by 

the weapon he had created. In his letter to the Russian Patriarch, Kalashnikov wrote that one 

question was causing pain to his soul, "I keep having the same unsolved question: if my rifle 

claimed people's lives, then can it be that I... a Christian and an Orthodox believer, was to blame 

for their deaths?" he wrote. "The longer I live, the more this question drills itself into my brain and 

the more I wonder why the Lord allowed man to have the devilish desires of envy, greed and 

aggression". AK-47's name stands for "Kalashnikov's Automatic" and the year it was designed, 

1947. Also called the "Kalashnikov", the rifle and its variants are the weapons of choice for dozens 

of armies and guerrilla groups around the world. More than 100 million Kalashnikov rifles have 

been sold worldwide and are wielded by fighters in conflict zones such as Iraq, Afghanistan and 

Somalia. 

Polar Vortex in North Pole-  USA and Canada Freeze:   

The 2014 North American cold wave was an extreme weather event affecting parts of Canada and 

the United States east of the Rocky Mountains, extending as far south as Central Florida, and 

Northeastern Mexico. An Arctic cold front on January 2, tracked across Canada and the United 

States, resulting in heavy snowfall. Temperatures fell to unprecedented low levels due to the front, 

and consequently low temperature records were broken across the U.S., leading to business, 

school, and road closures, as well as mass flight cancellations. Records of meteorological data 
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have been kept by the United States Weather 

Bureau since it was established in 1870. 

Altogether more than 200 million people 

were affected, in an area ranging from Rocky 

Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean.  

Both the Midwestern United States and most 

of Canada had temperatures colder than 

the North Pole, which had a low of −20 °F 

(−29 °C), and the South Pole, which had a 

morning low of −6 °F (−21 °C). On January 

7, much of the eastern Canadian prairies and 

Ontario experienced day-long temperatures colder than the concurrent equatorial summer 

temperatures on Mars, on which the rover "Curiosity" measured a high of −29 °C (−20 °F). 

Between Jan 2-7, the temperatures recoded in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Chicago, Detroit, New York, 

Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Atlanta,  and Dallas varied between -9 to -63 Degree centigrade. Many 

human lives have been reported lost due to the cold. Rivers and lakes have froze, and normal life 

came to stand still during the period.   
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FESTIVALS AND EVENTS WE CELEBRATE/COMMEMORATE 

MONTH DAY FIXED DAYS VARIABLE DATES  
(GIVEN HERE FOR 2014) 

Jan  1 New Year’s Day  

7  Guru Govind Singh Jayanti  

12 Swami Vivekanand Jayanti  

13 Lohri  

14 Uttarayan (Gujarat), Makar sakranti 
(North India), Pongal (harvesting season, 
South India), Bihu (harvesting season 
Assam)  

Id-E - Milad (birthday of prophet 
Mohammed) 

19 Non Resident Indians Day  

23 Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Jayanti
( West Bengal) 

 

25 Indian Voter’s Day  

26 Indian Republic Day  

31 Street Children Day, 
NASA Remembrance Day  

 

Feb  4 World Cancer Day Vasant Panchmi 

12 Darwin Day  

13 Hug Day  

14 Valentine Day Guru Ravidas Jayanti 

19  Shivaji Jayanti (Maharashtra) 

21 International Mother Language Day  

22 Thinking Day  

24  Swami Dayanand Saraswati Jayanti 

27  Maha Shivratri 

28 National Science Day  

8 International Women Day  

15 World Consumer Rights Day  

16  Holi Dahan 

17  Holi 

21 International Day for Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination 

World Down Syndrome Day 
World Poetry Day 
World Forestry Day 
 

 

22 World Water Day   

24 World Tuberculosis Day  

31  Chaitra Suldadi, Gudi Parva, Ugadi, Cheti 
Chand 

March  

30 Mahatma Gandhi’s Martyrdom Day  
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 MONTH DAY FIXED DAYS VARIABLE DATES  
(GIVEN HERE FOR 2014) 

April  1 April Fool Day  

2 World Autism Awareness  Day  

7 World Health Day  

8  Ram Navami 

13  Mahavir Jayanti 

14 Dr B R Ambedkar Jayanti, Vishu (Kerala), 
Vaishakhi (Punjab), Masadi 

 

15 Day Of Silence Vaishakhadi (WB), Bahg Bihu (Assam), 
Hanuman Jayanti 

17 World haemophilia Day Maundi Thursday (Kerala) 

18  Good Friday 

20  Easter 

22 Earth Day  

23 World Book Day  

25 World Malaria Day  

26 World Intellectual Property Day  

May  1 May Day or Worker Day  

2 World Space Day  

3 World Press Freedom Day  

4 Star War Day, Greenery Day  

9 Rabindranath Tagore Jayanti   

11  Mother’s Day (Second Sunday) 

12 International Nurses Day  

13 Daughter’s Day Hajrat Ali Birth Day 

14  Budha Purnima 

15 International Family Day  

17 World Information Society Day  

22 International Day for Bio Diversity  

25 Towel Day  

1 National Cancer Survivor Day   

5 World Environment Day  

8 World Ocean Day   

14 World Blood Donor Day  

15  Father’s Day ( 3rd Sun of June in USA , 
UK and others) 

16  Guru Arjun Dev Martyrdom Day  

18 Autistic Pride Day   
 

June  
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MONTH DAY FIXED DAYS VARIABLE DATES  
(GIVEN HERE FOR 2014) 

 20 World Refugee Day  

21 World Hydrography Day, World Music Day  

26 International Day against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit trafficking   

 

29  Rath Yatra 

July  11 World population Day  

25  Jamat Ul Vida 

26  Kakkadaka VAW (Kerala) 

29 International Tiger Day Id-Ul Fitr 

Aug  4 Friendship Day  

10  Raksha Bandhan 

12 International Youth Day  

13 International Left Hander’s Day  

15 India’s independence Day  

18  Sri Krishna Janmashtmi, Parsi New Year 
Day (Nauroz) 

20 World Mosquito Day, Indian Akshay Urja 
Day 

 

29  Ganesh Chaturthi 

Sep  6  First Onam 

7  Thiruvonam 

8  Sri Narayanguru Jayanti (Kerala) 

9  Fourth Onam 

15 Engineer’s Day  

21  Sri Narayanguru Samadhi Day (Kerala) 

23  Mahalaya (WB, Odisha, Tripura) 

25  Navratri Begins 

26 World Contraception Day  

1  Maha saptmi of Durga Puja (WB) 

2 Gandhi Jayanti Dussera (Maha Ashtmi) 

3 World Animal Day Dussera ( Maha Navmi)  

6  Eid Ul Zuha ( Bakrid)  

7  Lakshmi Puja (WB, Odisha, Tripura) 

8  Maharshi Balmiki Jayanti 

10 World Mental Health Day  

11  Karaka (Karva Chaut) Chaturthi 

Oct   
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 MONTH DAY FIXED DAYS VARIABLE DATES  
(GIVEN HERE FOR 2014) 

 15 Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Remembrance Day 

 

22  Diwali (South India), Naraka Chaturdashi  

23  Diwali, Kali Puja (WB) 

24  Govardhan Puja 

25  Bhai Duj 

29  Pratihar Shasti, Syrya Shasti,  

Nov  1 World Vegan Day  

4  Muharrum 

6  Guru Nanak Jayanti 

10 World Science Day  

11 Veterans Day  

14 Children Day (India)  

19 International Men Day  

24  Guru Teg Bahadur Martyrdom Day 

26 Thanks Giving Day  

1 World AIDS Day  

5 International Volunteers Day  

10 Human rights Day  

25 Christmas Day  

26 Boxing Day  

28  Guru Govind Singh Jayanti 

Dec  

Gluttonous Mansion  

When it comes to homeownership the new paradigm is: Buy as much house as you can afford. Had David and 
Jackie Siegel heeded this advice, they would not have been stuck with Versailles , a 90000 sq ft house in 
Florida, USA. The manson , the largest in America, was up for sale $ 100million. That is because the Seigels 
could no longer afford it. It was a magnificent home David said. I am very frugal. That house kind of makes 
me look the other way. Any way with the Seigels continue to own it. Some features that make David not look 
very frugal:  

30 bath rooms       15 bed rooms 

11 kitchens       6 pools 

2 movie theatres      8000 sq ft master suite 

Two story front door      Full service  health spa 

Indoor roller skating rink     Two lane bowling alley 

Stadium tennis court (seating 200 spectators)  Under ground parking for 30 cars 

Wine Cellar (holding more than 20000 bottles of wine)  

Orlando Sentinal (as appeared in RD Sep’2013) 
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SEVENTH PAY 
C O M M I S S I O N : 
Till the date of this 
write-up (which was 
30-01-2014), the 
setting up of 7th CPC 
had not taken place. 
However Hon. PM 
h a d  a l r e a d y 
approved on Sep25’2013 for setting up the 
same. Government (Secretary Dept. of 
Personnel & Training) is taking inputs from 
JCM on Terms of Reference. Date of Effect 
will be 01-01-2016. After it is set up, even 
IITRAAA members may send suggestions/
points to 7th CPC, if relevant to them. My 
estimate of the percentage rise in take home 
pay and pension (THP) as on Jan 1’2016 is 
25% (if commutation is not restored, rise will 
be a few % more) 

As a typical example, 
an assoc professor in S
-26 grade, with some 
increments at the time 
of retirement, retired 
on 31-08-2013, will 
probably have take 
home pension (THP) 
as 60000 on 1-1-16 

which will become 80000 by 7th CPC. (These 
figures are net after TDS).  

Please note that my above estimate corresponds 
to a tripling of basic pay, basic pension and 
basic family pension, from 1-1-2006 to 1-1-
2016 (after 7th CPC). If the government accepts 
the demands of staff for DA merger at 50%  
then two such mergers  (1-1-2014 & 1-1-2011) 
will have to be effected. This will lead to 
quadrupling of BP rather than tripling. While 
on the subject on July 2014, one can expect a 

jump of 30 %  of basic pay/pension leading to 
arrears equal to 4.75 times BP.      

 D I R E C T  T A X 
CODE: Till the day of 
this write-up (which 
was 30-01-2014), 
DTC had not come up 
for discussion in the 
Winter Session of 
Parliament – though it 
was listed on the Agenda. The Session abruptly 
ended on 18-12-2013 however extension is 
contemplated till 21-02-2014. If it passes then, 
I shall cover it in the next quarterly column. If 
it does not get passed, then much depends upon 
the new government’s policy. 

PPF INTEREST RATE: Due to high inflation 
and rising interest rates, as derived by RBI 
reaction, govt. security yields are at elevated 
levels. So the interest on PPF/GPF for F.Y. 14-
15 is also likely to be on higher side, in the 
vicinity of 9%. [Only on 18/12/13, Gov. RBI 
(Raghurajan Rajan) surprised us with 
INACTION.] 

INFLATION INDEXED BONDS: 
Technically called by the name IINSS-C 
(Inflation Indexed National Saving Securities-
Cumulative), these are available from about 
late December 2013 and until March 31’2014. 
Please try websites of RBI or IDBI/HDFC/
Axis/ICICI or your own banks to get forms. 
These bonds are `rationed’ and `only available 
in certain time-windows’. Maximum deposit 
per financial year from each person is Rs. 5 
Lakhs. It may become 25 laks next year. Each 
deposit is meant for 10 years, but premature 
encashment will be allowed after 3 years at a 
loss of only 50% of the latest half yearly 
interest. For those who were aged 65+ at the 
time of buying these bonds, early encashment 
will be allowed after just 1 year, at a similar 
penalty. The interest will be given in 2 
components: (i) 1.5% on the increasing 

THE RESONANCE OF FINANCE 
By Dr Pranav Desai, retired Sr Scientist , ISRO 

(contact no 07926753289) 
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principal, will be disbursed half yearly actually, 
(ii) Consumer price inflation rate of interest 
will be cumulated within the bond every half 
year. Today it is 10 to 11%. Thus, in this case 
at present one gets total 12%. This is however, 
taxable. So it may become say, 10.8% after 
deduction. The tax is payable every year and 
not all together at the end. The first part of 
interest of 1.5% disbursed, will nearly get 
deducted as TDS. So after TDS one gets around 
10-11 %.  

BORDERLINE 5-LAKH CASES: Here it is 
to remind those whose net taxable income in 
F.Y. 13-14 is likely to be between 5 and 5.02 
lakhs, that there is a `Rebate by Section 87A’, 
of Rs. 2000 from payable tax, if you can 
somehow bring your net income below 5 lakhs. 
Let us say, you make it 4,99,990 from 5,00,990 
by donating Rs. 1000 in an avenue that permits 
100% deduction. (E.g. Sec. 80-G: Prime 
Minister’s National Relief Fund, C/o. PMO, 
South Block, NEW DELHI – 110 011 or 
National Children’s Fund, c/o NIPCCD, 5 Siri 
Institutional Area, Hauz Khas, NEW DELHI 
110 016, etc.). Thus, tax reduces from 
25200+cess to 23000+cess, a saving of 2266 
Rs, just by donating 1000 only (You actually 
get net 1266). 

BRING OUT INFRASTRUCTURE 
BONDS: If you had availed Sec. 80CCF 
deduction in F.Y. 10-11 by subscribing to 
Infrastructure Bonds (Rs. 20000), then this is to 
remind you to redeem (en-cash) them after 
exactly 3 years. 

SOLD A HOUSE?: Calculate the LTCG 
(Long Term Capital Gain) if you had held the 
house for over 3 years prior to sale, as the 
difference of `Stamp Duty Value on Sale Date’ 
and `Indexed Costs of Acquisition and 
Subsequent Renovations (if any)’ – this year’s 
index is 939. This LTCG attracts 20% tax, but 
it is pardoned if you put it (LTCG) in one or 
both of these avenues: (i) Capital Gain Account 
Scheme in your bank, releaseable only for 
acquiring another house (you may own yet one 

more house, no objection), (ii) REC/NHAI 3-
year-locked 54-EC Bonds however these give 
somewhat low (7.5% or so, taxable) interest. If 
your sale price exceeds 50 Lakhs, buyer would 
cut out 1% TDS and give you a TDS 
Certificate. You can use it to take credit for the 
tax paid. Also, if sale price exceeds 30 lakhs, 
your name/PAN will go in AIR. As you know, 
AIR-listed persons get a letter from I.T. 
Department asking whether you are paying true 
tax or not. 

BHARTIYA MAHILA BANK (BMB): 
Inaugurated on 19/11/2013, this has at present 7 
branches in 7 cities. Ahmedabad is one of the 
cities. By mid-2014, there will be branches in 
33 more cities. Only ladies can be clients (but 
staff is mixed, ladies & gents). The SB 
accounts of ladies will fetch 4.5% interest for 
balance upto 1 lakh and 5% for the excess 
balance (if any) above 1 Lakh. Similarly F.Ds . 
will also fetch  0.5% more interest than the 
normal one. Loans for girls’ education will be 
given at 2% lower interest. I recommend lady 
members and lady family members to open 
account in BMB though distance may matter. I 
wish more branches are opened in the same city 
with more publicity and prominence. 

TAX-FREE BONDS: Certain public 
companies are bringing out from time to time, 
8.8% tax-free interest bearing bonds (locked for 
15 years). Maximum Rs. 10 Lakhs deposit is 
acceptable from each person. (E.g. NHAI T.F. 
Bonds, Jan 15-Feb 5’2014). But there are 2 
problems: (a) One has to keep eye on who is 
issuing the next tranche of bonds and when, 
and download the forms; (b) They are limited 
in number, and get generally oversubscribed on 
day 1. (Even if you subscribe on day 1 with 
alacrity, you might only get partial allotment in 
proportion to subscription ratio). If you have 
just recently retired, you could try to get the 
same. You will get back principal alongwith 
commute restore. These bonds are also 
available in the secondary market at a premium.   
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VIRTUAL CURRENCY/COINS: Should you 
try to acquire virtual coins, and then spend or 
disinvest them? Well, I foresee that (just as 
when we were children we hadn’t heard of 
credit cards – which are now common-place) 
fairly soon Virtual coins will be common- 
place.  (As of today in whole of India, only 1 
hotel-in Punjab-accepts Bit coin for payment). 
But I recommend you to obtain Lakshmi coins 
or JPMC Bucks, NOT Bitcoins.  

USA has recognized them but Norway and 
China have banned them. European Union, 
while not outright banning Bitcoins, has 
warned public of its pitfalls (1. Associated with 
the underworld like drug peddlers; 2. Loss of 
devices; 3. Subject to fraud; 4. Value has risen 
too high like $1000, so might crash down). 
Indian Govt/RBI have not yet made up their 
mind whether to permit them (Bitcoins). India 
will have its own Rupee-based version of 
virtual coins to be named `Lakshmicoins’. You 
can deal in these without worry or stigma (they 
will have official approval). Another `clean’ 
currency (on internet) is being created by an 
American Bank, J P Morgan Chase. For want 
of a name, I call it `JPMC Bucks’. You can go 
for these too, peacefully (with RBI permit).  

NEW PENSION 
SYSTEM: Items to 
be awaited for its 
improvement are: (i) 
Appointment of new 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
PFRDA in Feb. 
2014, (ii) Railway 
strike in Feb. 2014, (iii) U.P. Govt – Employee 
Dialogue under guidance of Allahabad High 
Court, (iv) Central Govt – Employee Unions’ 
Dialogue via a Group of Ministers (Defence, 
Agriculture & Labour) as desired by 
Honourable Prime Minister, (v) Any decision at 
UPA level (before Election Code kicks in), (iv) 
7th CPC terms.  

FOOD SECURITY – ACT II (NFSA): The 
NFSA, `guarantees 5 kg p.m. basic cereal (food 

grain) at very low 
price, to 67% of Indian 
popu la t ion  (p lus 
special packages for 
l a d i e s / c h i l d r e n ) . 
Where the existing 
program is better, that 
will continue (e.g. poorest get 35 kg/family, so 
if members are fewer than 7, existing ration is 
superior). After the National Food  Security 
`Bill’ became `Act’a new tangle has arisen at 
an expected forum: The World Trade 
Organisation is objecting to so much 
agricultural subsidy in India! The point cannot 
be protested because we (India, Egypt & 
African certain other countries) ourselves have 
been objecting to USA subsidizing cotton 
thereby lowering international price of cotton, 
diminishing our cotton farmers’ income. (In 
African countries, there is outright poverty by 
it). Finally a compromise was reached that 
India will find a better method to help the poor 
than lowering grain prices. (eg direct benefit 
transfer, like gas cylinder case). For this, USA 
proposed that we should get only 4 years – but 
India prevailed and got it made open-ended (no 
time limit). Next, we are even going to try to 
get this whole restriction cancelled, by arguing 
that cheap grain to poor should not have 
international interference. We are not exporting 
cheap. That is in next round of negotiations. 
Total Trade Deal was ratified. That is said to 
lead to $1 Tn trade, boosting jobs everywhere.  

ALERT-BANK ACCOUNTS: SBI has 
released  an alert in Economic Times Jan 
13’2014 regarding the need for KYC 
compliance and various account operation 
instructions. The last date to submit KYC 
documents is Feb 28’2014.  Failing to do so 
may invite freezing the account.  For more 
details one can go to SBI website 
www.sbi.co.in. Similar instructions may be 
applicable for accounts in other banks also. If 
you already did KYC, you need not repeat it.  

ALERT ON CURRENCY NOTES: As per 
the RBI instructions, the currency notes printed 
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before 2005 need to be exchanged with the later 
ones by March 31’2014. Indications are that 
even the notes printed before 2010 may also be 
coming soon into this category. The attempt is 
mainly to counter the fake currency notes in 
circulation in the market. But old unaccounted 
hoards of cash might also get ferreted out. 
Economy would benefit by more bank deposits 
from idle cash. (Pre-2005 notes are easy to 
identify- no year printed on reverse side 
bottom). If you are keeping emergency cash for 
long time to meet any eventualities, I suggest 
you place only 2010 and later year notes.       

NEW RULES 
FOR PAN CARD: 
From Feb 3’2014 
onwards, every 
PAN applicant has 
to submit self 
attested copies of proof of identity (POI), proof 
of address (POA) and date of birth (DOB)  
documents and also produce the original 
documents of POI, POA, DOB for verification 
at the counter of PAN facilitation centers. The 
originals, after verification, will be returned to 
the applicant. ( This rule is temporarily on hold 
but better to be prepared for it in future)  

The most common proof of these documents 
can be  ADHAR card, passport, election photo 

id card, driving license, central/state  
government/PSU id card, Central Gov ID Card 
electricity/phone/water bills as applicable. For 
other type of verification documents permitted, 
please refer the CBDT Notification “New 
Delhi, dtd 23-12-2013, issued by the 
Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance.”  

ADVICE ON FILING TAX RETURNS: If 
your gross income exceeded your threshold (2 
laks or 2.5 laks for age <60 or >60), you were 
to file I-T returns (even if payable tax was 
made 0 after deductions). If you did not file for 
FY 2012-13 (also known as AY 2013-14) by 31
-7-2013, you still have opportunity to file by 31
-3-2014 (adding 1% pm interest in case any tax 
was due). However after 1-4-2014, I-T Dept is 
planning to levy Rs 5000 fine and even 3 
months jail to the defaulters ( vide Gujarat 
Samachar 29-1-2014, p4, news from CAs).  All 
in all, you are advised to file return FY 2012-13 
by 31-3-2014 if not filed yet. Further for FY 
2014-15, do pay advance taxes by 15-9-2014, 
15-12-2014 and 15-3-2015. Persons born on or 
before 31-3-1955, not having profession/
business, need not pay such advance taxes (pay 
all remaining taxes  in July 2015 without 
adding any interest). Similar rules apply to FY 
2013-14.  
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Taxidermist 
An amateur taxidermist has caused controversy over his hybrid animal stuffing which combine body parts 
from creatures that have been killed on the roads. Andrew Lancaster, 57, took up taxidermy in his spare time  
shortly after moving from England to New Zealand. Entirely self- taught, Mr Lancaster has experimented with 
animal creations as the work of ‘art’.“Some people call me sick and some think it’s pretty good,” Mr 
Lancaster told New Zealand website Stuff. “I saw heaps of dead things on the side of the road and thought it 
was a waste. When I’m driving along the road and see something I pull up and go back for it,” he admitted. 
Mr Lancaster, now living in Tauranga, New Zealand, sells the animal hybrids on Trade Me – the Kiwi 
equivalent of Craigslist. Working during the day as a marina caretaker, he creates his custom animals in the 
evenings  and on days off. Mr Lancaster insists that he only works on animals he finds dead and would never 
hunt an animal.  
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