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Learn a lesson from birds. They feed those who can’nt fly far. They help and serve 

each other with no thought of rewards 
 

Atharva Veda, TOI, Sep 23’2013  
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Dear VAANI Readers,  

As you know the monsoon makes us lazy. Exactly the same thing happened in 
bringing out this issue too. Not that I was enjoying chai-pakodi. Like fruits 
and vegetables, the material was scarce  and I had few personal priorities. 
However I am happy that I am able to serve you the July’2014 issue now, 
fresh and delicious.  

New office bearers of the executive committee were elected. The names and contact of the mem-
bers are given in this issue. Dr Sudhir Kumar Jain, Director IIT Gandhinagar, has taken over the 
reins of IITRAAA from the outgoing president. It was a great pleasure this time, to have Dr Prem 
Krishna, the president of National Chapter of IITRAA-Roorkeee, in our annual general body meet-
ing held on June 22. He was very happy with the vibrancy of our chapter. He was very keen to 
have continued interaction with us. A gist of talk given by Dr Ashok Ghai, one of our alumnus, 
blessed with divine  power, has also been covered in the issue. You can enjoy a pleasure trip to the 
Rann of Kuch in Gujarat through an illustrated article by one of our member. In the Finance and 
Law section we have covered this time the provision in law to protect the woman in addition to the 
latest on money matter and income tax.  

Next quarter is full of festivities. I wish happy days in the next quarter. Enjoy reading VAANI in 
the continuing rainy days.   

 
Vijai Kumar 

Editor- VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA 
Vijai11946@yahoo.co.uk, mob no 09327008244 

EDITOR’S DESK 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vishruti  
Cover Page Design 

Veena  
Text Reading 

Arvind Singh  
Field Photography 

Arun K Singh  
Mngt Support 

D R Rajak 
Mngt Support 

Himanshu  Tushiar 
Mngt Support 

THE VAANI TEAM  
(The Editor on the Lead) 



VAANI, The Voice Of IITRAAA, JULY’2014 

 

 IITRAAA had its annual general body meeting 
on June 22’2014 at, Hotel Grand Cambay, off 
SG Highway. Family get together was also 
combined along with. Mr Velchamy, the outgo-
ing secretary, highlighted the activities of 
IITRAAA during past two years. The Treasurer 
Mr Manish Seth presented the accounts. The 

report and the accounts were accepted and 
passed by the AGM.  

This time IITRAAA had the VIP guest Profes-
sor Prem Krishana, the President of National 
Chapter of IITRAA at Roorkee. The history of 
IITRAAA and its activities including social, 
cultural and philanthropic ones were presented 
to him. He expressed a great happiness on the 
vibrant activities of IITRAAA and  meeting 
with its members. IITRAAA felicitated him 

IITRAAA NEWS 

4 

IITRAAA HAD ITS ANNUAL GENERAL BODY 
MEETING ON JUNE22’2014 

  

Eldest member Sri D C Goel 

 

 

 

Sri D C Goel  presenting memento to  
Dr Prem Krishna 

Dr Prem Krishna being felicitated by 
Sri Desh Raj, the past president  

Panoramic View of the AGM proceedings 
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with a memento. Mr D R Rajak, fondly known 
as RAM, then, gave an illustrated presentation 
on his trip to Antarctica continent. He kept the 
audience captivated throughout.  

Another reason to be happy on the occasion 
was the presence of our beloved eldest member 
(94 years old) Sri D C Goel in the function. The 
gathering lauded and cheered up his presence in 
the get together as he was the most regular eld-
est member attending our functions and a great 
elderly motivator in performing our activities. 
He is a living legend of healthy & happy living 
and a role model for the members in IITRAAA.  

The AGM, then, elected the new executive 
committee. Dr Sudhir Kumar Jain, the Director-
IIT Gandhinagar, was unanimously elected as 
the new president. In fact election is a misno-
mer in IITRAAA as the executive members 

always get nominated, seconded and accepted 
unopposed.  

Dr Sudhir Jain resolved to take IITRAAA to a 
newer height. VAANI wishes the new EC a 
happy welcome as well as await for the new 
bright events to happen in the forthcoming 
years.       

 

 

  

The New Executive committee 2014-16 

New president Dr Sudhir Jain addressing AGM Sri D Ram Rajak presenting on his Antactica Trip 

 
THAT MOVING MOMEMNT  

 
On the day of AGM on June 22 our Eldest member 
Sri D C Goel handed over a sealed cover to a veteran 
Mr A C Mathur, making a peculiar request to open it 
only at home. On opening the cover at home, he 
found a cheque of Rs 11000 in favour of IITRAAA, 
few jokes and a touching sentence as under 
 
“Growing old is inevitable, feeling old is 
optional. My parting salute to IITRAAA.”  

D C Goel- A Thomsonian 
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 IITRAAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014-16 
 
Post  Name   Batch   email             Profession 
 
President Dr Sudhir K Jain BE-C- 1979  skjain.iitk@gmail.com         Director-IIT-  
                    Gandhinagar 

Vice   J C Sethi  BE-Mech -1975 jcsethi.1008@gmail.com      Free Lance  
President                    Consultant  

Secretary D Ram Rajak ME-C-1990  rajakdr@yahoo.com          SAC/ISRO 

Jt secretary Dr Sushil K   MTech-1997 sksingh_bsr@yahoo.com      SAC/ISRO 

  Singh   Applied Geophy 

Treasurer Manish Seth BE-Chem-1991 manishseth@gspc.in          GSPC 

Jt Treasurer Ritesh Agrawal BE-C-2000  ritesh_agr2000@yahoo.com SAC/ISRO 

Member Harjinder Singh Mech-1983  harjinder0128@gmail.com  ONGC 
     Applied Geophy 

Member Harbhajan Singh PhD Earth Sc harbhajan04@yahoo.com    ONGC 

Member Devinder Dwivedi  ME-E&C devendra128@gmail.com    BSNL 

Member Himanshu Tushiar MTech  hes.iitr@gmail.com          SETP 
        Earth Sc 

Member Anil Kumar       anilabhi1961                  I-T 
        @rediffmail.com 

Member Vipul Rajvanshi M Sc    vipulraj121@gmail.com      ONGC 
     Maths 

Member Thakur D Patel B Tech Met tdp.iitr@gmail.com           SBI 
     2001 

Member Avinash   BE-chem.-1983 achaturvedi@essar.com ESSAR 

  Chaturvedi 

Member Sanjay Gupta BE-C-1982       sanjaygupta@neesagroup.com  Enterpreneur 

Member S Velchamy  M Sc-Chem  velchamys57@gmail.com       ONGC 

(Ex Officio)    1983 

Member Desh Raj  BE-EC-1974 deshraj_family@yahoo.com   Rtd-I-T 

(Ex Officio) 

Past   N M Bijlani BE-Elct-1958 nmbijlani@gmail.com    Rtd IAS 

President 

Do  Kumud Mukerje B -Arch- 1965 k_mukerjee@hotmail.com   Free Lance 
              Consultant 

Do  Vijai kumar BE-Mech-1967 vijai11946@yahoo.co.uk  Retd -ISRO 

Do  V S Yadav  ME-E&C-1970 vsrsyadav@gmail.com    Retd-ISRO 

Do  A C Mathur BE-Mech-1977 mathurac@gmail.com    Retd-ISRO 
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SAD DEMISE OF SRI  
ASHOK K CHAUHAN  

 
It is to inform you with 
great grief, about the 
sudden demise of our 
veteran member Sri 
A s h o k  C h a u h a n 
onJune16’2014  after prolonged illness. He 
belonged to 1970 batch of Diploma in pulp 
& paper technology. He worked as Director-
BGP Group.   
 
 VAANI -The Voice Of IITRAAA wishes his 
soul rest in peace. May God give strength to 
the bereaved family to bear the loss.  

 
SAD DEMISE OF SRI S M SALGAR 

 
It is to inform you with great grief , the sudden 
demise of our former IITRAAA member and 
senior colleague Shri S. M. Salgar on June 
29’2014 due to heart attack at his daughter's 
place in USA. He belonged to 1968  batch of 
BE (E&C) and joined ESCES in 1971 and 
worked for SITE,STEP and other projects of 
ISRO/DOS before he moved to INFLIBNET 
and retired as its Deputy Director.  
 
VAANI -The Voice Of IITRAAA wishes his 
soul rest in peace. May God give strength to the  
bereaved family to bear the loss.  

 

OBITUARIES 

 

 

THE QUOTATIONS THAT PROVED WRONG 
A compilation by Dr Arvind Singh, from the web search 
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The BE-Mech-1967 
batch alumnus of IITR 
Sri Ashok Ghai is fully 
into the spiritual arena 
these days. He is gifted 
with divine power and 
has predicted many 
events which actually 
came true. An engineer 
by profession he is also 
addressed as ‘Futurologist’. Sri Ghai hit the 
headlines when a prediction made by him to a 
US based radio site proved to be true just two 
days after his interview was aired. The Hindu-
stan Times Nov 16’2002 reported his prediction 
made in Dec 2001 about Osama Bin Laden. He 
predicted in Dec 2001 that Bin Laden will es-
cape to Pakistan and hide there.  

Now he is the convener of KALKI VICHAR 
MANCH which is a platform for making re-
searches based on Kalki Puran and is a group 
consisting of eminent scientists and philoso-
phers. In fact his latest prediction about Naren-
dra Modi to win election with majority and tak-
ing the rein of India had also come true.  As per 
his prediction Modi is influenced with cosmic 
power and he will take India and rest of the 
world to golden period by 2025.  

He delivered a lecture on the cosmic power in 
AMA, Ahmedabad on the auspicious of Rotary 
Club. He claimed that he gets cosmic messages 
in the form of col-
oured pictures on 
plane paper kept in 
his place of worship. 
One of the such pic-
ture is reproduced 
here.  He has devel-
oped skill to decode 
the pictures and trans-
late in communicable 

language. Computer experts also certified that 
such pictures were beyond the intelligence of 
computers. He is also the President of IITRAA 
Kanpur Chapter.  

VAANI-The Voice Of IITRAAA wish him 
continued success in his bid to facilitate the 
humanity. Those who want to communicate 
w i t h  h i m  c a n  d o  s o  o n 
‘ashokkrghai@yahoo.co.in’  

Many times we come to know, from news pa-
pers and web search, about outstanding 
achievements of our IITR alumni and feel 
proud of them and of our Alma Mater. There 
may still be more achievers we do not know 
since no drums are beaten for them. However 
we  wished the news of achievers had come to 
us first from us and not from media. We remain 
hungry to know the whereabouts of our fellow 
alumni and their welfare. We try to search the 
Soul Roorkee in alumni associations spread in 
our country and abroad.  Older we grow 
stronger becomes our hunger to be with or be in 
close association with our joint family Roorkee. 
We try to communicate with various alumni 
associations and interact with whatever limita-
tions we encounter. The above are some of the 
feelings sprouting out of emotions, I want to 
share these feelings with you and try to seek 
solutions. 

I get mails from some of the IITRAA chapters, 
informing about their activities and inviting to 
attend their social gatherings and functions. So 
we infer that there is an intense desire among 
alumni associations to connect with others and 
interact. However communicating globally gets 
constrained as it is difficult to know the current 
‘who-is-who’ of the alumni associations. No 
website involving the word ‘Roorkee’ satisfy 
the need. I think, at times, how mutually bene-
ficial will it be for we alumni as well as for our 

IITR AND IITRAA NEWS (from websites) 
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BLESSED WITH DIVINE POWER  
SRI ASHOK GHAI 

 

 

HOW STRONGLY ARE WE BONDED 
WITH ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS AND OUR 

ALMA MATER 
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Alma mater, to  have an ‘Intellectual Asset of 
Roorkee’ mounted on a common IT platform 
which is made available to one and all. If we 
are convinced of the need , we may have to re-
vamp our existing websites, create new ones 
wherever necessary and communicate effec-
tively. These are some of my pricking emotions 
I would like to share with you. Thoughts from 
my paining mind have  spilled over as below. 
You may like to share, react and act.  

IITRAA-National Chapter, based at Roorkee 
may take the lead to initiate a thought process 
and come out with necessary IT based infra-
structure and put it in place. It should also 
lead to networking with the alumni associa-
tions globally. Operating the system should 
also be their responsibility with the help of a 
professional team.   

The website should include two dynamic 
pages. One dynamic page for IITRAA chap-

ters and another for Alumni. In both the cases 
a data base format can be generated and made 
available on line for both of them to register 
with the parent body and provide the informa-
tion as per the format so created. They should 
further be allotted pass word to access the 
respective dynamic pages to update the infor-
mation as and when it is due.  In this way the 
responsibility of updating information will lie 
with the respective chapters and individuals.   

 Wherever available, link to the websites of 
IITRAA chapters can be given in the parent 
IITRAA website.  

One page can be devoted for news items re-
lated to Alma Mater as well as achievers. 

And the task may be completed in a time bound 
manner.  

Vijai Kumar, Editor-VAANI 
The Voice Of IITRAAA 
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FAMOUS QUOTES  BY Dr A P J ABDUL KALAM 

(Former President of India, Space Scientist, Philosopher and Great Philanthropist) 

 

My message, especially to young people is to have courage to think 
differently, courage to invent, to travel the unexplored path, courage 
to discover the impossible and to conquer the problems and succeed. 
These are great qualities that they must work towards. This is my 
message to the young people. 

You have to dream before your dreams can come true. 

To succeed in your mission, you must have single-minded devotion to 
your goal. 

When we tackle obstacles, we find hidden reserves of courage and resilience we did not know we 
had. And it is only when we are faced with failure, do we realise that these resources were 
always there within us. We only need to find them and move on with our lives. 

Almost half of the population of the world lives in rural regions and mostly in a state of poverty. 
Such inequalities in human development have been one of the primary reasons for unrest and, 
in some parts of the world, even violence. 

If a country is to be corruption free and become a nation of beautiful minds, I strongly feel 
there are three key societal members who can make a difference. They are the father, the 
mother and the teacher. 
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PAN IIT NEWS (from the websites and news items) 

Three IITians are now among top eight 
executives at Google driving innovations and 
responsible to develop new products. The Trio 
are the Senior Vice Presidents and are part of  
Google’s L-Team 
(Larry Team). 

MR Amit Singhal 
from IIT-Roorkee-
1989 batch is a 
‘Google Fellow,’ a 
mu ch  r eve red 
designation within 
Google given only to its top scientists. He is 
building intelligence into the search algorithm 
to ensure that results are as accurate as 
possible. 

Mr Sridhar Rmaswamy 
takes care of the 
engineering behind 
Google’s add product 
and has largest number 
of engineers in his team. 
He is an IIT Madras 
graduate from 1989 
batch. 

The third of the Ttrio is 
Mr Sundar Pichai a 1993 
batch graduate from IIT 
Kharagpur. Pichai runs 
t h e  c u r r e n t  h o t 
businesses: Chrome, 
Android and Apps and is 
responsible for their 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
b u i l d i n g  g l o b a l 
partnerships to market them. 

US President Barak Obama  has appointed Dr 
Sethuraman Panchnathan as Board Member of 
the US National Science Foundation. This is a 

US Govt Agency that 
funds the fundamental 
research program in 
s c i e n c e .  M r 
Panchanathan will be 
first ever Indian to have 
been appointed to this 64 
year old organisation. 

Panchanathan holds a B.Sc. in Physics from 
Vivekananda College at the University of 
Madras, a B.E. in Electronics and 
Communications Engineering from the Indian 
Institute of Science, an M.Tech in Electrical 
Engineering from the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Madras, and a Ph.D. in 
Electrical and Computer Engineering from the 
University of Ottawa. 

Panchanathan has about 400 scientific papers, 
reports, journal articles, and conference 
presentations to his credit. He is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, the Society for Photo-Optical 
Instrumentation Engineers and the Canadian 
Academy of Engineering. 

Gaurav agrawal of 
IIT Kanpur and a 
computer science 
graduate, topped the 
UPSC 2013 exams. 
Having been a 
meritorious student 
throughout his life, he secured rank 45 in the 
JEE when he was just 16. He worked for 
Hongkong Bank for 6 years.  

“My assignments in Hongkong to understand 
people’s needs and trying to resolve the same 
changed my perspective. I realized that all my 
wisdom and experience I gained must be used 
to benefit my own people back home,” said 
Gaurav. 

THREE IITians AMONG TOP EIGHT  
EXECUTIVES AT GOOGLE 

 

 

 

AN IITIAN IN THE BOARD OF US 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

 

TOPPER OF 2014 UPSC EXAMS IS AN 
IITIAN 
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FIRST YOUNGEST PERSON TO SCALE 
THE MOUNT EVEREST, AN INDIAN 
GIRL: A 14-year-old Indian girl, has become 
the youngest person to conquer the Mount 
Everest. Malavath Poorna, the daughter of a 
poor farmer, lives in a small tribal village and 
learned hill climbing at her school. She 
completed the dangerous Himalayan 
Mountaineering Journey on May 25 this year at 
the age of 13 years and 11 months. She is just 
one month younger than the previous record 
setter, an American boy, in the year 2010.  
"When I reached the top, I felt too much 
emotion, too much joy," the teen tells people via phone while trying to overcome the awe after 
scaling the world's highest mountain, 29,029 feet high, . "All around me, beauty – mountains, 
sunshine, clouds. I could feel God there. I was grateful and too happy." She added further. 

MYSTERIOUS GAPPING HOLES 
FOUND IN NORTHERN SIBERIA 
(live science website): Three big 
mysterious holes, looking like craters, 
were observed in Northern Siberia 
around end of July‘2014. Russian 
Scientists are breaking their heads to 
resolve the mystery. There are various 
theories; meteorite hit, alien created 
craters, and many more varied 
interpretations. One of the crater is 
approximately 260 feet (80 meters) wide, 
on the Yamal Peninsula, which means "end of the world," The Siberian Times reported. Since 
then, two new chasms — a 50-foot (15 m) crater in the Taz district and a 200- to 330-foot (60 to 
100 m) crater in the Taymyr Peninsula. Helicopter video footage of the first hole shows it is 
surrounded by a mound of loose dirt that appears to have been thrown out of the hole. "My 
personal opinion is it's some type of sinkhole," said Vladimir Romanovsky, a geophysicist who 
studies permafrost at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Sinkholes are pits in the ground formed 
when water fails to drain away. The water likely came from melting permafrost or ice, said 
Romanovsky, who has spoken with the Russian scientists investigating the site. But whereas most 
sinkholes suck collapsed material inside, "this one actually erupted outside," he told Live Science. 
"It's not even in the [scientific] literature. It's pretty new what we're dealing with," he added. 
ji Yoshikawa, an environmental scientist also at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, said he also 
thinks that a drained, collapsed pingo pond is the most likely explanation for the Yamal Peninsula 
pit. In Alaska, similar pingos exist in the Northern Seward Peninsula and near the city of Nuiqsut.  
 
MISTERIOUS DISAPPERANCE OF MALAYESIAN FLIGHT MH-370 (compiled from 
various websites): The Malayasian Airlines Flight MH 370, carrying 227 passengers and 12 crew 
members, lost contact with the air traffic control less than an hour after take off and disappeared 

THE EVENTS THAT ECHOED (from various websites) 
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mysteriously. Till today there is no clue to its whereabouts and the reason of disappearance 
though various theories have been put forward. No conclusion has yet been arrived.  

This is not the only mysterious disappearance of passenger aeroplanes. Following are the few 
other disappearance history 

THE STOLEN BOING 727-223: In 2003, A Boeing 727-233, began taxiing along the runway 
at Quatro de Fevereiro Airport in Luanda, Angola, in 2003, with no communication between the 
crew and the tower. The mid-sized plane manoeuvred towards the runway and took off without 
clearance. The jet then headed west over the Atlantic ocean with its lights off and its transponder 
not transmitting, and has never been seen since.  

MID-AIR ART HEIST: A cargo plane belonging to Varig Brazilian Airlines disappeared in 
January 1979 just 30 minutes after it took off from Narita International Airport in Tokyo.  

BERMUDA TRIANGLE: Several planes disappeared in the region between Florida, Puerto 
Rico, and Bermuda in the 1940s in mysteries that have been the focus of intense interest from 
conspiracy theorists and aeronautical historians ever since. Two British South American Airways 
passenger jets vanished in the area in 1948 and 1949. Several other planes have disappeared in 
the region including five US bombers that vanished in 1945, but in spite of massive air and sea 
searches, no trace of the bodies or aircraft was ever found. 

TOP GUN CRASH: Stunt pilot Art Scholl crashed and disappeared without trace when his Pitt 
S-2 camera plane crashed during filming for a scene for the Hollywood film Top Gun. Scholl had 
intentionally put the plane into a flat spin to film a scene for the movie, but the aircraft never 
recovered from the manoeuvre and plunged into the ocean.  

AMELIA EARHART: Aviation pioneer Amelia Earhart disappeared in her Lockheed Model 10 
Electra somewhere over the central Pacific Ocean in 1937 while attempting to circumnavigate 
the globe. Earhart was officially declared dead in 1939, but speculation about the circumstances 
surrounding her disappearance continues to this day. 

12 

 

 IS DNA VISIBLE  



VAANI, The Voice Of IITRAAA, JULY’2014 

 

I could get an opportunity to visit a lesser known tourist circuit in Gujarat i.e. Bhuj—Mandavi—

Mata-nu-Madh—Narayan Sarovar—Koteshwar—KotLakhpat. A two days program was made by 

four professional societies of India namely- Indian National Cartographic Association (INCA), 

Indian Society of Geomatics (ISG), Indian Meteorological Society (IMS), and Indian Society of 

Remote Sensing (ISRS). A group of 82 members (including families) joined for the tour. 

Therefore I will address myself as ‘we’ in rest of the article. This article is the ensemble of my 

experience during the trip amalgamated with available references about these places.  

We started our journey from Space Applications Centre (ISRO) campus on October 18’2013 night 

around 10:00PM in two AC Buses. We had mid night snacks and tea on the way, reached Bhuj 

early morning at 6:00 AM and checked in the Hotel Swaminarayan. After freshening up and 

breakfast we went for Bhuj sightseeing tour in and around the city.  

Bhuj culture resembled, more or less, with the  Indus Valley Civilization (Harappans) having 
likely linkages with the Mahabharata and Alexander period. It also gave some glimpse of the Naga 
Rule, Jadeja Rajputs and the British Raj culture. With over the 4000-years of history of Kutch, one 
finds it had trading and migratory relationships with ancient civilizations like Zanzibar, Middle 
East and Greece.  

In a walkthrough around the Hamirsar Lake, we had a treat for our taste buds 
with famous Kutchi pau-bhaji. We saw, then, the Kutch Museum and explored 
the 2000-year-old Kshatrapa inscriptions. And yes! It was a delight to see the 
Darbar Hall of Prag Mahal 
reminding us of the famous scenes 
from the movie 'Lagaan'.  

After lunch we were back in the 
Hotel. Our next destination was 

Mandavi’s Vijay Vilas 
Palace and Beach for 
leisure evening. On 
the way we visited 72 
Jainalaya Temple. This temple has 72 small temples inside, 
dedicated to 72 Tirthankar’s of Jainism. Beautiful marble 
carvings and huge front view of these temples attracted us as well 
as lots of tourists to Mandavi. Mandavi was, once upon a time, 
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A JOURNEY TO KUCH REGION OF GUJARAT 
By Dr Arvind Singh, Scientist - SAC/ISRO, Ahmedabad 

   

PRAG MAHAL DARBAR HALL IAINA MAHAL DARBAR 

 

 

 

Gallery, Aaina Mahal  

Swaminarayan Temple  

Bhuj Museum  
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known as the principal port of Gujarat for hundreds of years until the rise of Mumbai. In Mandavi 
first we visited the Vijay Vilas Palace. The architecture of palace itself shows a global awareness in its 
architectural design. You will instantly recapitulate your favorite scenes from the movies Lagaan and 
Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam. Later in the evening we visited Mandavi’s wind mill beach. Here I would 
like to say, that Mandvi’s clean beaches flocked with flamingos are the ideal places for you to enjoy 
uninterrupted pleasure of peace, salty breeze and swimming in the 
warm waters of the Arabian Sea.  

Next day, our destination Koteshwar (western tip of Indian main 
land) was quite far and on the way we had to visit Mata-nu-Madh, 
MARS Analogues as well as Narayan Sarovar. We reached there 
around 9 AM. After breakfast we had our visit to the shrine. Mata-nu
-Madhor Ashapura Ma is supposed to be very ancient goddess as it is 
referred in the Puranas and Rudrayamal Tantra to be situated in 
Kutch. The deity could also be traced for its presence in 9th century 
AD when the Samma clan of Rajputs from Sindh first entered in to north-western Kutch.  

A site near by the shrine (around 1 km) known as Mars (the planet mars) Analogues is very famous in 
the scientific community of India as well as around the world. Geological and spectroscopic studies 
suggests that tuffaceous (formed from volcanic ash fall) shales (very fine grained soft and powdery 
clay) and sandstones (coarse grained i.e., sand-sized) of this location reveal the presence of mineral 
Jarosite. Jarosite, an iron-rich hydrous sulphate, is having astro-biological significance to get insights 
into the time when surface water disappeared from the Martian surface. This site is really interesting. 
Presently it is in limelight due to Mars Orbitor Mission of ISRO, India. Please bear with me with too 

many inevitable technical words.  

After having glimpses of MARS soils and stones, we started our 
journey again to western most part of India, i.e. Arayan Sarovar and 
Koteshwar Temple. The Arayan Sarovar captivated us with its 
majestic site. This lake holds sweet water even though all the sides 
are surrounded by salty dry land and sea. It is one of the 5 holy 
lakes of Hinduism, others being Mansarovar in Tibet, Pampa in 
Karnataka, Bindu Sarovar in Gujarat and Pushkar in Rajasthan. This 
lake is said to be associated with a period of drought, when God 

Narayan appeared in response to the fervent prayers of sages and 
touched the land with his toe, thus creating the lake. After visiting 
the Sarovar we went to Koteshwar Temple which was 1 km from the 
lake. 

Koteshwar Temples is a place where the immensity of dry land 
meets the incomprehensible vastness of the sea. After so much arid 
ground, the sight of the ocean will awaken your spirits; though the 
sea is less hospitable to human being. Koteshwar is conducive to 

contemplating emptiness, pondering the place of humanity on earth. The story of Koteshwar begins 
with Ravana, who won a boon from Lord Shiva for an outstanding display of piety. This boon was the 
gift of a Shivling of great spiritual power, but Ravana accidentally dropped it to Earth at this place. To 
punish Ravana for his carelessness, the Shivling turned into a thousand identical clones (some versions 
of the story say ten thousand, some a million.). Unable to distinguish the original one, Ravana grabbed 
one of them and departed, leaving the original one here, and the Koteshwar Temple was built around 
this original shivling. Being western most part of India, one could even see the glow of light from 

 

72 Jainalaya  

 

MARS Analogues Site 

 

Narayan Sarovar  
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Karachi, Pakistan.  

After having our lunch at Narayan Sarovar, we started our 

journey for KotLakhpat. Lakhpat is situated northwest corner of 

Kutch, north of the Great Rann and it faces sea side to Pakistan. 

Kot is added in the name of this town as it is surrounded by 7 km 

wall erected in 1801 by Jamadar Fateh Muhammed. The wall is 

still nearly intact and offer magnificent view overseeing the Rann 

and dried sea portion towards Pakistan. Lakhpat was once an 

important port city but now virtually abandoned for almost 200 

years. This is the place where you can imagine the rise and 

decline of a great port city. Simultaneously, you can contemplate 

the vast emptiness of the desert and the sea. It is hard to believe 

that sometimes it is called as Ghost Town. Lakhpat also has 

religious significance for Sikhism. Guru Nanak Dev, the founder 

of Sikhism, reportedly camped here on his journey to Mecca.  

After this visit we started our journey back to Ahmedabad 

around 5:00 PM. On the way we had our dinner at 9:00 PM in a 

resort, twisting and relaxing with Garba steps and reached 

Ahmedabad the next morning at 4:00AM on October 21, 2013.   

While writing this article I feel, Kutch is a place of enormous 

opportunities for travelers who have interests ranging from 

architecture, to historical and pre-historical events, ecological 

changes, growth and downfall of dynasties or even civilizations. 

Further it offers beautiful views to your eyes and cameras, which 

you will love to capture. In my opinion, it is a must place to visit 

in Gujarat. 

 

 

Koteshwar Temple  

 

Tip of Main Land, Koteshwar  

 

KotLakhpat Main Gate  

 

Gurudwara, Lakhpat  

 

Akhand Sahib @Gurudwara  

 
 
There is nobody so irritating as somebody with less 
intelligence and more sense than we have 

Don Herald, writer 
 

It is impossible to live without failing at something, unless you 
live so cautiously that you might as well not have lived at all.  

J K Rowling , an author 
 

If you can’t be kind at least be vague. 
Judith “Miss Manners” martin, columnist 

 
 
The world is more malleable than you think, and it is waiting 
for you to hammer it to shape, 

Bono, Singer 
 

Compiled from RD , May’13 and Aug’13issues 
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FINANCE & LAW 
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BUDGET 2014-15 

The recently elected 
New Government 
p r e s e n t e d  i t s 
Budget/Tax Bill to 
Parliament on July 
10’2014 with a 
hope to get it passed 
(perhaps with some 
amendments upon 
demand) by the Independence day (giving Hon. 
PM, chance to declare certain benefits in I-day 
speech). In fact Parliament passed it on July30 
‘2014. Hon. FM Arun Jaitley and Hon. MoS-
Fin. Dr. Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman (PhD Econ.) 
presented the budget and given post budget 
interview respectively. Though both spoke (in 
LS and RS as both are RS Members!) in 
English, and I heard both intently, it is by now 
well known that Shri Arun Jaitely (Lawyer) had 
one translator from English to Hindi for his 
speech, and another for the CD kept in 
Parliament Record and given immediately to 
‘Business Standard’, Taxmann Publishers etc . 
It is also widely known that 2nd translator  
missed several speech points (e.g. wind- energy
--). So now onwards my accuracy, reliability 
level will be 99%, not 100%. As usual, the 
TV’s and even ‘respectable’ newspapers 
(except Business Standard) have given 
shockingly misleading ‘facts’ and 
‘calculations’. The highlights of the budget are 
as under: 

NEW TAX SLABS, RATES, SURCHARGE, 
CESS FOR FY 2014-15: The ‘Threshold of 
Taxability’ is lifted by Rs.50,000 for those who 
have not/will not attain the age of 80 upto 31-
03-2015 on net taxable income (in ITR: total 
income). Tax rates based on date of birth are 
given as under: 

 Tax=0 upto 5 Lakhs for those whose DOB 

was 31-03-1935 or earlier (to wit -Very 
Senior Citizens) 

 Tax=0 upto 2.5 Lakhs for those whose DOB 

was 01-04-1955 or later 

 Tax=0 upto 3 Lakhs; for those whose DOB 

falls between the 2 (exclusive) 

 Slabs and Rates beyond thresholds remain 
unchanged viz.: 

- On Income Component beyond 10 Lakhs  rate 
of 30% applies 

- On Income Component between 5 and 10 
Lakhs 20% applies  

- On Income component  between threshold & 
5 Lakhs  10% applies    

- There is a 10% Surcharge if Income of 
Individual /HUF exceeds 10 Crores! 

- For all:  there is a 3% Education Cess (EC) on 
Tax as computed above. 

- The 3% E/C is actually composed of 2% 
Add’l S/C (E/C) and 1% Add’l.S/C (Secondary 
& Higher Education/C). This may be needed to 
fill some of the Challan forms (ITNS-280) 
having such fine hair splitting provisions.  

SAVINGS AND DEDUCTIONS: The only 
change is lifting of the 80C ceiling, in fact also 
of 80 CCE ceiling= sum of 80C/80CCC and 80
-CCD-1 by Rs 50000. Of these 80C maturity/
withdrawals are tax–free but 80CCC & 80CCD 
suffer full tax on such maturity/withdrawals. 
However 33% or the commuted value on 
pension plans of the Insurance Companies is 
free of tax. Raising the maximum allowed limit 
for PPF by Rs 50000 was also proposed;  
however one has to wait for the due 
notification. This may be confirmed from the 
respective PPF manager before investing 
further. Many old system employees may have 
to do nothing, as generally GPF+Child Edu. in 
India plus house Loan-Principal repayments 

FINANCE 
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etc. already may exceed even 1.5 Lakh right 
now. 

HOUSE LOAN-’NEGATIVE INCOME ON 
SELF OCCUPIED PROPERTY (SOP)’: 
This is the 3rd Rs 50000/- increase on the 
ceiling. As you know on SOP, there is  the 
negative income (upto max.1.5 Lakhs) against 
Interest paid on House Loan (no other 
deductions like municipal taxes, repair 
allowance etc.) only after completion of  the 
house and entering for self occupation (with or 
without land). However, earlier paid interests 
before completion certificate can be spread out 
over 5 successive years, within the 1.5 lakh 
ceiling. Now this ceiling is 2.0 Lakhs. Another 
relaxation was always there: your vacant house 
in other city than workplace (where you must 
not again own another house) is called SOP. 

TOTAL BENEFIT IN TAX:  If we consider 
or assume that you have house loan with 
interest > 2Lakhs, and that  you will henceforth 
place 1.5 Lakhs instead of 1 Lakh in PPF (add 
Rs 50000 only after due notification) or any 
other 80C Avenue(s) put together then your 
total tax saved by the 3X50 K rises will be 
(Truly; 80C+80CCC+80CCD-1) 

At GTI= 15 Lakhs: 

For DOB on/before 31-3-1935(only 2 rises! 
Not Threshold): Rs.31000. 

For any other DOB (all 3 rises apply): 
Rs.36000 (not 46000). 

By referring Tax Slab/Rate Tables (as 
above) as per your DOB, for any other 
GTI, please do it yourself.   

RETAINED EXISTING NICE SECTIONS:  

80CCG, 80TTA, 87A and 207 (2). Readers 
may be aware of these sctions (I wrote earlier). 

SMALL NOTES WITHDRAWAL FROM 
BANKS : They are still pushing out about 10% 
‘good looking’ but Pre-2006 Notes in Packets 
of 100 Nos. of denominations RS.50,20,10 .  
Most unfair- they are a ‘time- bomb’ exploding 

around X’mas 2014. Please come home, go 
through (keeping eye on Backside Center 
Bottom with magnifying glass). Any Notes 
without any ‘year of printing’ should be soon re
-deposited in the same or any other bank with a 
deposit slip (make no comment). 

DA DUE FROM JULY 2014:  

The expected increase is 7 % of the basic pay.  
This makes the current DA level as 107 %. The 
issue of merger of DA at 100 %  or 50% , has 
been referred to the 7th Pay commission. They 
have ruled it out already.   

FILING INCOME TAX RETURNS: Those 
whose  net taxable income is less than 5 Lakhs, 
have the option of e-filing (at: 
incometaxindiaefiling.gov.in) or paper filing 
locally. Use ITR-1/SAHAJ (should have the 
right bright red colour) if you have no taxable 
capital gains, maximum one house, and exempt 
income is less than Rs 5000 – else use ITR-2 
(Black & White: 12 p). But beware:  May 
version of ITR-2 was better than April version! 
As for net taxable income more than 5L, online 
filing is compulsory.  

Now they have given 2 software options, the 
original EXCEL and the new JAVA-5 Platform
- indeed the EXCEL gives even more updated 
ITR-2 (JUNE). There is no change in 
Registration Protocol, but now Digital 
Signature would be freely allowed by Govt. 
itself (so you can avoid CA). 
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Beware of little expenses. A small leak will sink a 
great ship.  

A budget tells us what we can't afford, but it doesn't 
keep us from buying it.  

Benjamin Franklin 

I guess short films have a bright future... The 
advantage is budget. 

Anurag kashayap 

 In a budget, how important is art versus music 
versus athletics versus computer programming? At 
the end of the day, some of those trade-offs will be 
made politically. 

Bill gates 
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 LEGAL RIGHTS 
EVERY WOMAN 
SHOULD KNOW 
(HT Dec 28’2012) 

1 Free legal aid: 
Exercise your right to free legal aid. Often, 
women go to the police station unaccompanied 
by a lawyer to get their statement recorded, and 
they stand the risk of being misquoted or their 
statement being tampered with. The police may 
also treat the entire episode lightly and not 
lodge an FIR. So, it is necessary to have a 
lawyer with you while you lodge the FIR. 
“According to a Delhi High Court ruling, 
whenever a rape is reported, the SHO (Station 
House Officer) has to bring this to the notice of 
the Delhi Legal Services Authority. The legal 
body then arranges for a lawyer for the victim,” 
says Saumya Bhaumik, women rights lawyer. 

2 Right to privacy while recording statement  
Under section 164 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, a woman who has been raped can record 
her statement before the district magistrate 
when the case is under trial, and no one else 
needs to be present. Alternatively, she can 
record the statement with only one police 
officer and woman constable in a convenient 
place that is not crowded and does not provide 
any possibility of the statement being overheard 
by a fourth person. The cops have to, by law, 
upkeep the woman's right to privacy. It's 
important for the person to feel comfortable 
and not be under any kind of stress while 
narrating the incident. 

3 Time doesn't matter: The police cannot 
refuse to register an FIR even if a considerable 
period of time has elapsed since the incident of 
rape or molestation took place. If the police 
tells you that they can't lodge your FIR since 
you didn't report it earlier, do not concede. 
"Rape is a horrifying incident for any woman, 
so it's natural for her to go into shock and not 

want to report it immediately. She may also 
fear for her safety and the reputation and 
dignity of her family. For this reason, the 
Supreme Court has ruled that the police must 
register an FIR even if there has been a gap 
between the report and the occurrence of the 
incident," says Tariq Abeed, advocate, 
Supreme Court. 

4 Email to the rescue: According to the 
guidelines issued by the Delhi Police, a woman 
has the privilege of lodging a complaint via 
email or registered post. If, for some reason, a 
woman can't go to the police station, she can 
send a written complaint through an email or 
registered post addressed to a senior police 
officer of the level of Deputy Commissioner or 
Commissioner of Police. The officer then 
directs the SHO of the police station, of the 
area where the incident occurred, to conduct 
proper verification of the complainant and 
lodge an FIR. The police can then come over to 
the residence of the victim to take her 
statement. 

5 Cops can't say no: A rape victim can register 
her police complaint from any police station 
under the Zero FIR ruling by Supreme Court. 
"Sometimes, the police station under which the 
incident occurs refuses to register the victim's 
complaint in order to keep clear of 
responsibility, and tries sending the victim to 
another police station. In such cases, she has 
the right to lodge an FIR at any police station in 
the city under the Zero FIR ruling. The senior 
officer will then direct the SHO of the 
concerned police station to lodge the FIR," says 
Abeed. This is a Supreme Court ruling that not 
many women are aware of, so don't let the SHO 
of a police station send you away saying it 
"doesn't come under his area". 

6 No arrests after sunset: According to a 
Supreme Court ruling, a woman cannot be  
arrested after sunset and before sunrise. There 
are many cases of women being harassed by the 
police at wee hours, but all this can be avoided 
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if you exercise the right of being present in the 
police station only during daytime. "Even if 
there is a woman constable accompanying the 
officers, the police can't arrest a woman at 
night. In case the woman has committed a 
serious crime, the police has to get it in writing 
from the magistrate explaining why the arrest is 
necessary during the night," says Bhaumik. 

7 You can't be called to the police station: 
Women cannot be called to the police station 
for interrogation under Section 160 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. This law provides 
Indian women, the right of not being physically 
present at the police station for interrogation. 
"The police can interrogate a woman at her 
residence in the presence of a woman constable 
and family members or friends," says Abeed. 
So, the next time you're called to the police 
station for queries or interrogation when you 
have faced any kind of harassment, quote this 
guideline of the Supreme Court to exercise 
your right and remind the cops about it. 

8 Protect your identity: Under no 
circumstances can the identity of a rape victim 
be revealed. Neither the police nor media can 
make known the name of the victim in public. 
Section 228-A of the Indian Penal Code makes 
the disclosure of a victim's identity a 
punishable offense. Printing or publishing the 
name or any matter which may make known 
the identity of a woman against whom an 
offense has been committed is punishable. This 
is done to prevent social victimisation or 
ostracism of the victim of a sexual offense. 
Even while a judgment is in progress at the 
high court or a lower court, the name of the 
victim is not indicated, she is only described as 
'victim' in the judgment. 

9 The doctor can't decide: A case of rape can't 
be dismissed even if the doctor says rape had 
not taken place. A victim of rape needs to be 
medically examined as per Section 164 A of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, and only the report 
can act as proof. "A woman has the right to 

have a copy of the medical report from the 
doctor. Rape is a crime and not a medical 
condition. It is a legal term and not a diagnosis 
to be made by the medical officer treating the 
victim. The only statement that can be made by 
the medical officer is that, there is evidence of 
recent sexual activity. Whether the rape has 
occurred or not is a legal conclusion and the 
doctor can't decide on this," explains Bhaumik. 

10 Employers must protect: It is the duty of 
every employer to create a Sexual Harassment 
Complaints Committee within the organisation 
for redressal of such complaints. According to a 
guideline issued by the Supreme Court, it is 
mandatory for all firms, public and private, to 
set up these committees to resolve matters of 
sexual harassment. It is also necessary that the 
committee be headed by a woman and 
comprise 50% women as members. Also, one 
of the members should be from a women's 
welfare group. 

Taken from HT, Dec 28’2012 

19 

 

 

“Remember, all men would be tyrants if they 

could. If particular care and attention is not paid 

to the ladies, we are determined to foment a 

rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by 

any laws in which we have no voice, or 

representation.” 

Abigail Adams  


