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अमतृ वचन  
 
भाग्यशाली वह है िजसने दसुर  की प्रशंसा करना सीखा है ई यार् करना नहीं 
 
िव वास वो शिक्त है िजससे उजड़ी हुई दिुनया म भी प्रकाश िकया जा 
सकता है 
 
यिक्त सु दर नहीं होता बि क उसका यिक्त व सु दर होता है 
 
इंसान के अदंर जो समां जाए वो वािभमान है और जो बाहर छलक जाए 
वो अिभमान है  

 
िजदंगी म अिधक िर ते होना आवशयक निह ंहै बि क िर त  म जीवन होना 
आव यक है 

मनु य की दिुवधा यह है िक वह खदु को नहीं जानता 
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Dear VAANI Readers,  

 

The July’2015 issue of VAANI is being brought out after skipping the 
April’2015 issue. I feel sorry to keep you waiting for so long. But the 
circumstances beyond my control, made me helpless. I am confident to 
bring out subsequent issues regularly.  

This issue gives tribute to our beloved late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, who 
does not need introduction. Who does not know him! The great soul is 
alive and will remain alive in our heart for ever. He has become immor-
tal.  

IITRAAA had a gala musical programme at the onset of August. It was a well attended and well 
acclaimed programme. Such programmes keep the spirit of IITRAAA vibrant and alive. The news 
of IIT Gandhinagar shifting to a new and permanent campus  has been covered in this issue. It is 
interesting to note that many new features relevant to a common man were introduced during exe-
cution of the project. The young spirit of our D C Goel, now 84, always inspires us. I could not 
resist myself to make a mention about it. Well our members are  great humanitarian too. Ability 
on wheels gives a glimpse of the same. ‘When we visited Lansdowne’ is an article full of thrills of 
a lesser known hill station. We promote writing skills. This time the finance section covers nu-
merous money matters relevant in our daily life and Law section introduces about much talked 
GST bill. I urge the families of the members to read and contribute to make VAANI truly a family 
magazine. I am sure you will enjoy reading this issue as well. Best wishes for the forthcoming 
festival season.  

Vijai Kumar 
Editor- VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA 

Vijai11946@yahoo.co.uk,  iitraaavaani@gmail.com 
mob no 09327008244 

EDITOR’S DESK 
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VAANI/IITRAAA expresses its profound grief on the sad demise of 

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, the past President of India. He was 84. The 

scientific community in India knows him not only as the past 

President of India, but also as a great Scientist, great Philosopher, 

great Humane, great Manager, great Leader  & Visionary and a 

great Teacher. But his wish, to be remembered after death, was ‘as a 

Teacher' and not any thing else. He was a person loved by every 

community, every religion and every profession in India and 

abroad.  Another greatness he had, was that he respected the values 

of other religions and also he was a rare vegetarian Muslim.  

Born to a humble boat-owner and a home-maker mother in 

Rameshwaram in 1931, Dr. Kalam had a versatile career spanning space technology & defence 

research culminating into the highest civilian award of India ‘Bharat Ratna’, and the highest office 

of our country ‘The President of India’. 

His great contribution to rocket and missile technology in India is known to every citizen and 

child in India and abroad. He started his career in ISRO, Trivandrum way back in early sixties as 

a rocket engineer. The infancy of rocket technology in India at that time could be judged from the 

fact that the rocket parts were carried to the launch pad by bicycle and bullock cart. He raised the 

rocket technology from that level to what we see in Satellite Launch Vehicles (SLVs) and Missile 

System to day, par excellence with developed nations. Participation of private industries in space 

and defence developments & production was his initiative. This was a big leap towards self 

dependence in India. His famous buzz word “ignite young mind” inspired millions of Indian 

Students. Thus he became the multifaceted magnetic personality of India.  

Dr Kalam will remain alive forever, in our memories. I had the privilege to work with him when he 

was in ISRO in early seventies and leading the development of India’s first Satellite Launch Vehicle 

(SLV-3). As a tribute to the great soul I would like to reiterate few of the important words of wisdom 

uttered by him from time to time  

 Don’t take rest after your first victory because if you fail in second, more 
lips are waiting to say that your first victory was just luck.  

 All birds find shelter during rain. But Eagles avoid rain by flying above 
the clouds. Problems are common, but attitude make the difference.  

 Failure will never overtake me if my definition to succeed is strong 
enough.  

 Man needs difficulties in life because they are necessary to enjoy the 
success.  

 Dream, Dream Dream, Dreams transform into thoughts and thoughts 

OUR BELOVED DR APJ ABDUL KALAM  
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result in action. Dreams are not those 
which come while we are sleeping, but 
dreams are those when you don’t sleep 
before fulfilling them.  

 Difficulties in your life do not come to 
destroy you, but to help you realize your 
hidden potential and power, let 
difficulties know that you too are 
difficult.  

 Love your job but don't love your 
company, because you may not know 
when your company stops loving you.  

 I’m not a handsome guy, but I can give 
my hand to someone who needs help. 
Beauty is in the heart, not in the face.  

 Let me define a leader. He must have 
vision & passion and not be afraid of 
any problem. Instead, he should know 
how to defeat it. Most importantly, he must work with integrity. 

Editor 

 

Working on rocket assembly  

 

Carrying rocket payload on bicycle.  

Collections from the Treasure Vault of HelpAge India 
 
 

It is the quality of our work that will please GOD and not the quantity  
 

Even a single lamp dispels the deepest darkness 
 

He is lost who is possessed with carnal desire 
 

The good man is friend of all living being 
 

Sanitation is more important than independence 
 

I cried because I had no shoes, then I met a man who had no feet  
 

There is sufficiency in the world for man’s need but not for man’s greed 
 

Satisfaction lies in the efforts, not in the attainment 
 

God comes to the hungry in the form of food 
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IITRAAA celebrated musical evening on 
Sunday, Aug 2’2015 in ONGC Campus, 
Ahmedabad. The get-together of IITRAAA,  
on this occasion, included the member alumni 
along with their family and friends. Renowned 
artist Mr Nafis Qureshi Anand along with his 
troupe Nafisanand Orchesra, sang a string of  
Mohammed Rafi songs famous for melodies, 
and dragged the audience in retrospect from 

1940s to 1970s. Rock songs sung by one of his 
troupe member pulled all the children from the 
audience, onto the stage. The powerful rhythm 
of the songs played by the troupe made 
children rock on the stage, rendering a 
delightful feast to the eyes.  

Nafis is an acclaimed artist who had performed 
in number of musical programs  abroad 
including USA. 65 years young Nafis is well 

IITRAAA -NEWS 
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known in Ahmedabad as a clone of 
Mohammed Rafi. People poured on him their  
‘farmayishen (choice of songs to be sung)’ in 
abundance. He obliged the audience whole 
heartedly.  Super energy level of the singers in 
his troupe spread such a charm all over, that 
the three hours immersed in music, just passed 
in minutes. The choices had to be cut short, 
ultimately, due to paucity of time. But the 

vibrant performance just did not fade away 
easily from mind that night.  

The music programme was followed by dinner  
satisfying culinary desire of the members and 
their families. However the family photograph 
session, before the music program, was a great 
sensation among the members and their 
families. Our IITRAAA member Dr Arvind 
Singh voluntarily offered his services to take 
the photographs for the session. He is, no 
doubt, a great photographer and IITRAAA is 
proud of him. It turned out to be greatly 
welcomed delight of the evening. It will be 
unfair on my part if I do not mention that the 

treasurer collected quick bucks to add to the 
kitty of IITRAAA.   

We reflected in one of 
our past issues about 
the NGO ’Ability on 
Wheels’ initiated by 
one of our IITRAAA 
member Mr Harish 
Kumar who himself is 
having only one hand 
by birth but is now a specially abled person 
when it comes to driving a car. He has made 
two LIMCA book record in solo driving, 
through long and difficult terrains of India. He 
had dreams to make other similar specially 
abled persons, masters in driving and to 
become their own bread earners. He could 
realise his dreams by making an NGO ‘Ability 
on Wheels’ 

‘Ability on Wheels Driving School’ has cars 
with various modifications to teach driving to 
people with various handicaps like problem in 
the left leg, right leg, both legs, one arm etc. 
The vehicle controls get custom modified 
according to the handicap and then the vehicle 
gets registered in RTO.  

Vision of Ability on Wheels is to have at least 
one such school in every state. This initiative is 
a Skill Development program which can also 
act as a catalyst in employment generation for 
the economically weaker sections of differently 
abled people. They (AOW) also have vision to 
impart driving training to such people & get 

them recruited 
as cab drivers 
or even cab 
owners. 

A b i l i t y  o n 
W h e e l s 
conducted a  
training camp in 
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Vadodara from 15th Aug onwards for 15 
physically challenged people. This is the first 
of its kind of camp in our country. 

As a reader of VAANI, you know that setting 
up an NGO of this kind and making it 
operational, needs negotiating through rough 
roads of approvals and acceptance. It has to 
encounter lots of teething problems like 
funding, Government support, infrastructure 
development etc. Mr Harish Kumar has 
overcome all the road blocks and hurdles  to 
make IITR and its alumni proud of their rich 
philanthropic heritage. IITRAAA appreciates 
and hopefully global IITRAAs will also 
appreciate his solo effort to bring smile to lots 
of such specially abled person.  

Let us come together and help the NGO to 
become stronger and spread its wings wider, by 
helping in whatever way we could, within our 
reach. Further details can be obtained from the 
web site www.abilityonwheels.org .  

Dr SB Sharma (1970 batch of BE E&C) has 
been appointed as the Vice Chancellor of Indus 
University, Ahmedabad. He  retired as Deputy 
Director, Space Application centre, ISRO, 
Ahmedabad after about 35 years of service. 
IITRAAA congratulates him and wish him 
success in his future ventures.  

On Aug 2’2015 we had musical evening cum 
IITRAAA get together. Our elder most 
member Sri D C Goel also attended and graced 
the occasion. Such was the pleasure to see him 

in the program that 
every one  who met 
him, bowed his heads 
in reverence. He sat 
there for the full 
program. I (Editor) 
had a pleasant 
surprise when he held 
my shoulder and said 
‘Vijai Kumar! This is 
for you’ and handed 
over to me a set of papers. Shocked with the 
unexpected suspense, I opened the set of 
papers. It contained ’Beautiful Sentences’. I 
understood what he wanted. He wanted his 
message to go in VAANI. With gratitude I am 
reproducing here the  messages from him 

 
Every artist gives his own name to his work 

But there is no artist like “MOTHER”  

who gives birth to a child, 

but gives father’s name  

Forgive others 

Not because they deserve forgiveness 

But because you deserve peace 

Our body is full of water but wherever it gets 
hurt, Blood comes out 

our heart is full of blood 

But whenever it is hurt, tears come out 

If we sleep on flowers it is called our first 
night 

If flowers sleep on us it is called our last night 

If you want to feel rich 

Just count all the things you have that money 
cannot buy 

The best relationship is not the one that 
brings together perfect people 

But when each individual learns to live with 
imperfection of others 

and can admire their good qualities 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

YOUNG SPIRIT OF ELDER MOST 
MEMEBR  SRI D C GOEL 

 

You will see me struggle but 
you will never see me quit.  
 
Hrish Kumar of ‘Ability on Wheels’  
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It is heartening to note that IIT Roorkee has 
adopted five villages in Dehradoon District of 
Uttaranchal State, supporting the Central 
Government’s Unnat Bharat Abhiyan. The 
purpose of the abhiyan is to establish the 
technological resources in the villages 
Bhangedi, Telliwala, Chharba, Khanjarpur and 
Kalsi. As said by HRD Minister SmritiIrani, 
the scheme had twin objectives of building 
institutional capacity to educational institutes 
in terms of research and providing rural India 
with professional resources  

Under the scheme, technologies for rural 
development are likely to focus on supply of 
potable water, sanitation, renewable energy, 
low cost housing and organic farming. 
Launched on November 11, the programme is 
being coordinated and steered by IIT Delhi.  
IITRAAA is proud of our Alma Mater for 
taking this human cause activity.  

IITRAA Roorkee has  launched a new website  
https://iitraa.almaconnect.com/. On home page 
you can give your views, messages and register 
yourself under various professional groups. 
Personalised views, browsing by batch, search 
and send messages facilities are provided under 
the page IITians. It also provides opportunity 
to apply for jobs. You can register yourself on 
the site and it will add you in the master list of 
IITR Alumni. This is one platform which has 
potential to store a master data base of all 
Alumni, eldest, old & new, and connect them 
with each other. So IITRAAAians please go 
ahead and use this platform to enrol yourself, 
find out your batch mates and connect with 
them. 

IIT Roorkee has also renewed its website 
design which looks elegant and very 
informative. The home page gives photos of 15 
elegant buildings making your memory fresh. 
Samvad gives an insight of multifarious 
activities of IITR. The heading ‘Institute’ on 
the home page narrates past history of the 
institute and achievements of the alumni who 
attained great heights during their professional 
carrier. But the Alumni portal on the website is 
not as appealing as the website of IITR though 
the contents are quite adequate. 

IITRAA Roorkee website has published about 
the golden Jubilee celebration on Nov 24-
25’2015. The notification is reproduced here: 

IIT Roorkee Campus, Roorkee 

Tuesday, Nov 24 - Wednesday, Nov 25 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

On behalf of the Executive Committee of IITR 

Alumni Association, it is my great pleasure and 

privilege to extend an invitation to you and 

your family to participate in the forthcoming 

celebration of Golden Jubilee of the pass out of 

BE 1965 batch and B Arch 1966 batch, on 

November 24 & 25, 2015 (Tuesday & 

Wednesday). 

Although, we try our best to update the alumni 

database from time to time, the updated 

contact details of many of your batch mates 

may not be available with us. I would, 

therefore, earnestly request you to assist us in 

providing the latest contact details, including 

email addresses or phone/mobile numbers, of 

your batch mates who are in contact with you. 

Participation Subscription 

A subscription of Rs 8,000/- for participation 

by yourself along with your family may kindly 

be remitted by a multicity cheque/DD in favour 

IITR AND IITR AA NEWS (from the websites and news items) 
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IIT ROORKEE ADOPTS FIVE  VILLAGES 
UNDER UNNAT BHARAT ABHIYAN 

NEW WEBSITE OF IITRAA- ROORKEE 

GOLDEN JUBILEE MEET 
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of Honorary Secretary, IITR Alumni 

Association, payable at Roorkee. Alternatively, 

the remittance may kindly be made through 

Electronic Transfer, in which case the details 

of bank transaction must be emailed to us.  

IITRAA is at present not authorized to receive 

Foreign contributions/registration fee. We can 

receive remittances in indian currency only. 

Therefore, it is requested that you may kindly 

arrange to send the registration fee in indian 

currency only, irrespective of your location i.e. 

within with India or outside. It is requested that 

you may please fill in the attached Performa 

(Annexure A) and email the same to us at the 

earliest. This will ensure that your remittance 

is appropriately identified and acknowledged. 

We shall appreciate if you can please complete 

the required formalities by August31’2015. 

Hospitality 

We will provide transport to and from railway 

station and boarding & lodging from 

November 23 to 25, 2015. 

Jubilee Souvenir  

On this occasion, a Jubilee Souvenir will be 

released. You are requested to kindly send your 

brief bio-data along with a high contrast 

photograph of yourself and your spouse (both 

singly), so that the same can be included in the 

souvenir. I am enclosing a copy of the 

Performa of bio-data to be used for providing 

CV for the souvenir. 

Mementos 

Individual memento are also being prepared 

for you, which shall be made only if your 

confirmation and registration fee is received 

well in time. 

Programme 

A tentative outline Programme for the Jubilee 

Meet is being sent herewith in Annexure C. 

This shall also be available on our website 

(www.iitraa.in) and will be downloadable. I 

request you to kindly refer the website from 

time to time for updated information. 

Charter Day 

It is to further inform you that Indian Institute 

of Technology Roorkee will be celebrating 

November 25th, 2015 (Wednesday) as the 

Alumni Day (also the Foundation Day of 

Thomason College of Engineering & Charter 

Day of University of Roorkee) which helps to 

keep us connected with the heritage of our 

Alma Mater. You are also invited to grace the 

proceedings of Alumni Day which includes 

honouring the Distinguished Alumni 2015. 

I am sure that this mega event will give you an 

opportunity to meet your batch mates and their 

families, and to share with them the 

reminiscences of your stay on the campus. You 

are requested to reserve these dates in advance 

on your calendar. 

We look forward to see you on the campus.  

With kind regards,  

Yours Sincerely, 

(Achal K. Mittal) 

Honorary Secretary  

IITR Alumni Association 

[The Diamond Jubilee Alumni will also grace 

this occasion. IIT Roorkee Alumni Association 

has made arrangements to issue Wallet size 

PVC Membership Cards to all its members. 

The members, who do not have the card yet, 

and are interested in getting the card made, 

may fill the form. Completed application form 

may be sent through e-mail or by post to the 

Honorary Secretary, IIT Roorkee Alumni 

Association, IIT Roorkee, Roorkee- 247667, 

Distt: Haridwar, State: Uttarakhand, E-

mail: membershipcard.iitraa@gmail.com. 

10 
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PAN-IIT NEWS (from the websites and news items) 

IIT Bombay will open a Centre of Excellence 

to develop the internal security related 

technologies to cater the needs of State and 

Central Police Departments. These 

technologies will augment the intelligence and 

combat capability of these government 

departments in the field of advanced 

communication systems, video surveillance & 

image processing, signal processing for 

biometric security, cryptology, cyber security, 

sensors & imaging, robotics, automobiles & 

mechanical systems and ground penetrating 

radars etc. The Institute has been named as 

‘The National Centre of Excellence in 

Technology for Internal Security (NCETIS)’. 

The institute is likely to get funding for setting 

up the Centre from Central Government.  

With terrorists increasingly using the modern 

warfare technologies, NCETIS will set out to 

supply technologies to improve intelligence 

gathering, dissemination, crime detection and 

law enforcement, increase levels of 

preparedness of forces and reducing the 

response time in emergency cases.        

IIT Gandhinagar, has now shifted (in 

August’2015) to its new Campus, the 

permanent abode at Palaj, Gandhinagar. It was, 

hitherto, housed temporarily within the campus 

of  Vishwa Karma Engineering College in 

Chandkheda, Gandhinagar. IIT Gandhinagar 

took birth in 2008 in Chandkheda Campus.  

The 400 acre area along 3.5 Km bank of river 

Sabarmati, is a feast to eyes owing to its 

natural beauty and picturesque river ravines. In 

addition to preserving the greenery and wildlife 

in the campus, several green initiatives were 

taken by IITGn to make  campus a green one .   

These initiatives include water recycling, 

rainwater harvesting, energy-efficient designs 

responsive to local weather conditions, passive 

cooling technologies, selection of construction 

materials and processes, planting of tens of 

thousands of saplings and trees, retaining the 

natural ravine landscape and preserving the 

biodiversity in the ravines. 

The infrastructure include academic and 

general amenities for around 5000 students and 

staff members. In many firsts, IITGn in its first 

convocation in the campus, had a great feast 

which included the workers involved in the 

construction of the campus. This was a humble 

way of IITGn to express their gratitude to these 

workers who otherwise would have been  

forgotten during such celebrations.  

It is worth mentioning here about the 

philanthropic approach of the Institute’s 

Construction Workers Welfare Program. It had 

great appreciation from HUDCO by conferring 

its award for 'Best Practices to improve the 

living environment’. The citation was 

specifically made for the housing, safety and 

welfare practices IITGn had implemented for 

its construction workers and for the 

contributions of IITGn’s community volunteer 

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN IIT 
BOMBAY FOR DEVELOPING INTERNAL 
SECURITY TECHNOLOGY (TOI, JAN 25’2015) 

NEW CAMPUS FOR IIT GANDHINAGAR 

 



VAANI, The Voice Of IITRAAA, JULY’ 2015 

 

group ‘Nyasa’ which runs educational 

programs for the children of construction 

workers. As part of the program, IITGn 

ensured the provision of  dignified on-site 

housing conditions with adequate sanitary 

amenities for construction workers. Special 

conditions were included in all its construction 

contracts that enabled contractors to construct 

clean, hygienic and well ventilated workers' 

housing with adequate water supply, electrical 

and sanitation facilities.  

On the academic front, IITGn had entered in a 

collaborative program with US. A joint 

declaration of intent was signed in Jan’2015, 

ahead of President Obama’s India visit, 

between the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development (MHRD) and the United States 

Agency for International Development 

(USAID) for providing support to Indian 

Institutes of Technology. The declaration calls 

for intensifying collaborations in Research and 

Development (R&D) & Entrepreneurship and 

identified IIT Gandhinagar as the initial IIT to 

start up to implement the MOU. IITGn team 

visited the leading universities in US and 

explored the field of collaboration. USAID 

team also made a return visit of IITGn to for 

the similar cause. The key area of possible 

collaboration as converged, were strengthening 

research capabilities, student & faculty 

exchanges,  leadership development, 

networking, communication strategies, and 

entrepreneurship. 

All this could not have been possible without 

the active and all 

inclusive role of The 

Director IITGn and his  

continuous follow up 

and reviews. Professor 

Sudhir Jain, Director 

IITGN, wears multi-

colour feather IITian 

cap. He is an alumnus of IIT Roorkee, was 

senior faculty member in IIT Kanpur before 

joining IITGn as its first Director in 2008. He 

is a world acclaimed expert on earthquake 

engineering. Under his able guidance IITGN is 

bound to flourish day bydayand continuously 

achieving newer heights.    

If you recollect July 
2014 issue of 
VAANI, we made a 
mention of Mr 
Sundar Pichai who, 
thn, became senior 
VP of Google’s Larry 
team. He was responsible for developing 
android and internet browser chrome. Just in 
about one year he has risen to post as the chief 
of Google, designated as CEO. After his take 
over, the Gooogle has become exclusively 
internet company encompassing android 
(mobile operating system), maps, you-tube 
(video service), search engine and advertising. 
The other groups under Google have been 
migrated to a new apex umbrella ‘Alphabet’. 
Alphabet is a group of companies which 
includes Side Walk, Calico, Nest, Fibre, 
Incubator Projects & Investments and of course 
Google also.  

The Prime Minister of India Sri Narendra Modi 
has congratulated him on his top achievement. 
Many other ‘Bite Gurus’ have also 
congratulated him. They include Satya Nadella, 
CEO-Microsoft, Nikesh Arora-CEO Soft Bank 
Internet & Media Inc, Eric Schmidt-Exec 
Chairman Google, Rajeev Suri-CEO Nokia, 
Shantanu Narayan-CEO Adobe, Francisco 
D’souza (Indian origin)-CEO Cognizant, and 
George Kurian-CEO Netapp Inc.  

It is learnt there was a great jubilation in the  
school where he did schooling in Chennai and 
IIT Kharagpur. The genius made IITians and 
India proud.     
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Four poor boys, coached 
by maths wizard Anand 
Kumar of Bihar’s super 
30,  cracked IIT-JEE this 
year. However these 
poor boys did not have 
money to pay for the 
admission and their dreams seemed to have 
been shattered. Thanks to good Samaritans 
spread across the country and abroad, the Bihar 
boys are set to smile all the way to IITs 

Super-30, charges Rs 50 from every aspirant 
who writes its entrance test. Sailing through 
this test is a must for becoming one of the 30 
students who are coached free by Anand every 
year. "But Dhananjay Kumar of Samastipur, 
Sujeet Kumar of Madhepura, Prempal Kumar 
of Nalanda and Shrawan Kumar of Rohtas 
districts did not have even this amount in their 
pockets when they approached them in Patna 
last year. However they were coached by Super
-30. 

Dhananjay's father  worked in a Surat mill, but 
returned to his native village unemployed after 
he fell sick. Sujeet's father is a coolie while 
Prempal's is a daily wage worker. Shrawan's 
father is a farm worker. They all belong to 
OBC and like every general category and OBC 
candidate, they were required to deposit Rs 

45,000 each for making it to counselling 
sessions ahead of their admission to IITs. They 
did not have this money too. 

Their tragic story was uploaded onto the social 
media following which donors from across the 
country and abroad have sent an estimated Rs 5 
lakh to Anand's bank account. Within two 
hours, super 30 had to announce that they 
needed no money any more.  

Though the four students are Hindus from 
Bihar, the donors included non-Biharis and 
Muslims. A good number of these donors are 
based in the US and Chennai and Bangalore. 
"The highest donation was of Rs 1.25 lakh and 
the lowest Rs 500," Anand said and added the 
surplus money is being used to buy shoes, 
clothes and books for the four students. Super 
30 announced  the details of expenditure would 
be uploaded on the its website. 

Anand was overwhelmed and said "I bow to 
our countrymen. They are there to help you if 
you are trying to make a change for the good of 
the nation”.  

It was the power of reputation of Anand’s 
Super 30, that won the trust of compassionate 
people around the globe. They recognised 
instantly the  genuineness of the need and came 
forward to rescue the poor students  from the 
trauma of disappointment and deprivation. 
Hale Super 30 and hale the financiers.  

 

DREAMS WERE ABOUT TO BE 
SHATTERED 

WAY THE POLITICIANS THINK 
 

If political parties are held to be public authorities under RTI act, it would hamper their internal 
smooth working. Further it is apprehended that political rival’s seek RTI with malicious intentions. 
thereby affecting their political functioning.    

Cabinet note made public by Govt, TOI oct23’2013 
 

Gandhi’s philosophy cannot be applied universally in the modern time 
Tony Blair, Former British PM 

 
It is very difficult to be secular these days and easy to be communal 

Akhilesh Yadav, on Muzaffarnagar riots, TOI sep 23’2013 
 
The whole world is making fun of us. Someone dreamt and the government has gone hunting for 
gold.  

Narendra Modi, on ASI’s hunt for 100 t gold buried:  TOI, oct 21’2013 
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A Tree Yielding 40 Type of Fruits: From 

Kalpavruttha to Asvattha in Indian mythology, to 
Yggdrasill in Norse legends, Kabbalah in 
Judaism, Yew in Christianity and Bodhi in 
Buddhism, trees have come to symbolize 
knowledge, wealth, fertility, and life itself.  

Then there is Sam Van Aken's Tree of 40.   
While the world is scratching its head in 
disbelief, Van Aken, a visual arts associate 
professor at Syracuse University and self-
declared farmer, has created a tree that yields 
40 different kinds of fruit; plums, peaches, 
apricots, cherries, and nectarines are among the fruits that grow on the single tree, christened as 
"Tree of 40”. Before rushing to order one of the trees, here are a couple of things to consider: 
“Each tree sells for around $30,000 and takes a decade to come to full fruition”. 

The Airline of Uzbekistan Decides to Weigh the Passengers Before They are Allowed to 
board: In a move which may not be popular with overweight travellers, the Airline has 
announced that it will weigh all passengers before letting them onto their aircraft. The move may 
not be liked by the passengers. Before boarding, passengers will be asked to step onto a special 
scale along with their luggage. The airlines claims that the move is purely for research purposes, 
to calculate the average weight of passengers and their luggage. The airline says the information 
is important on smaller planes - and that the airline will keep the information confidential.  

EPIC Ring Road Built Around Flats After the Residents Refuse to Move Out 

Since the residents of flats refused to move out, 
authorities have been forced to build the mother of 
all ring roads around a block of the flats. The huge 
circular bypass wraps right around the estate in 
Guangzhou, China, and was built when a 
compensation agreement could not be reached. 
Some residents wanted the new road to bypass their 
flats rather than see them being demolished. 

 

 
The Roti That Smashed the Floor Tiles:  Don’t believe it! Looks to be a fiction! But this is true 
and happened in a Technology Temple-IIT Madras.  A big 
bang on floor pinned the eyes of the students dining in 
Kanchenjunga Hostel of IIT Madras, when a roti accidently fell 
on the floor. The tiles got fractured as these were not so hard as 
the roti was. One of a bright student began to analyse the 
impact to write a research paper. Another student told “When 
we came to the mess today we all knew that as-usual the rotis 
were going to be hard to bite and chew, they are always like 

THE EVENTS THAT ECHOED (from various websites) 
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that. But rotis would be so hard that they would crack the tiles! That was bit surprising.” Yet 
another student says “This however is not the first time mess food has shocked the people 
consuming it. The other day a parent who visited the hostel and had lunch in the mess praised the 
salty yellow beverage served with the food. We all were shocked as there was no such beverage 
served. Later we came to know that he was actually referring to the dal served during lunch, 
which was so watery that it was mistaken for a beverage, said the student.  
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Expand the Acronyms Given Below 
 

       NJAC  
       ED  
       GPCB  
       GM Crops  
       GEAC . 
       POCSO  
       TERM Cell   
       COAI    
       ICNIRP   
       FICNs   
        KVIC   
       MoEF    
       OCA    
       CPCB    
       GMO    
       ISIL    
       BRICS   
       BBPS    
       BBPCU   
       BBPOU  

Answers 
 
NJAC   National Judicial Appointment Commission 
ED   Enforcement Directorate 
GPCB   Gujarat Pollution Control Board 
GM Crops  Genetically Modified Crops 
GEAC  Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee. 
POCSO   Prevention of Children from Sexual Offence Courts 
TERM Cell  Telecom Enforcement, Resource and Monitoring Cell 
COAI   Cellular Operators Association of India 
ICNIRP  International Commission on Non Ionizing Radiation Protection 
FICNs  Fake Indian Currency Notes 
 KVIC  Khadi Village Industry Commission 
MoEF   Ministry of Environment and Forests 
OCA   Olympic Council of Asia 
CPCB   Central Pollution Control Board 
GMO   Director General Military Operations (Defense) 
ISIL   Islamic States of Iraq and Levant (Geopolitical) 
BRICS  BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA, SOUTH AFRICA 
BBPS   BHARAT BILL PAYMENT SYSTEM 
BBPCU  BHARAT BILL PAYMENT CENTRAL UNIT 
BBPOU  BHARAT BILL PAYMENT OPERATING UNITS 
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Beginning of April month had a long weekend 

and we decided to make use of the same for a 

short trip to Lansdowne. Have you heard of 

this place? Well! Lansdowne is a hill station 

around 265 kms north of Delhi. Situated at an 

altitude of 1700 m above sea level in Pauri 

Garhwal district in Uttarakhand, it is a small 

town and houses the headquarters of Garhwal 

Rifles. Lansdowne was earlier known as 

Kaludanda and was renamed after the then 

Viceroy of India, Lord Lansdowne in 1887. 

We were six families, including three from 

Ahmedabad, one from Vadodara and two from 

Gurgaon and the group included seven kids 

including a 8 month old tiny tot. We hired a 

bus from Delhi. The route to Lansdowne 

passes through Meerut, Bijnor, Najeebabad and 

Kotdwar. Being used to smooth roads in 

Gujarat, the roads we travelled, were full of 

potholes reminding us of the grim state of 

infrastructure in our country. As we were a big 

group, the eight hour journey to Lansdowne 

appeared to be less painful than it could have 

been. Fortunately we had enough food supply 

with us including theplas, samosa etc and thus 

could avoid lunch break. En-route, we had the 

famous Jain Shikanji (lemon juice) in Meerut. 

While on the way, we stopped on the bridge on 

river Ganges at entry of Bijnor, as it offered 

quite a scenic view. People told us to be careful 

while eating, as the place was teaming with 

monkeys. While some of us were out and 

enjoying the view around, monkeys entered our 

bus and took away a box of Gulab Jamun with 

them, and ate these all. It was really a 

delightful feast to eyes.   

The hills start from Kotdwar, which is the first 

town in Uttarakhand as you cross Najibabad in 

UP. The town of Lansdowne is around 40 kms 

up the hill from 

Kotdwar. The change in 

scenery, mountain, 

rivers, wooded slopes 

were so enchanting that 

everyone  was hanging 

out of windows, 

mesmerized with the beauty around. The climb 

was quite steep. On the way, we stopped at a 

temple and relaxed for a while, enjoying a sip 

of tea along with taste of  Maggie .  

It was getting dark and we reached our hotel 

“Kasang Regency”, which is 6 kms before the 

town of Lansdowne. The resort overlooks the 

valley and balcony of each room offered a 

magnificent view.  

The resort is run by one Mr. Gaurav, who takes 
care of guests very well. The resort had plenty 
of activities including badminton, table tennis, 
and pool table etc. In the evening, it was time 
for bon-fire. The meal included in the package 
was quite delicious. It rained heavily overnight 
and some of us were counting our heartbeats, 
as there was thunderous howling wind 
pounding on the hotel throughout the night. In 
high mountains, the push of the winds is quite 
forceful unlike what we feel in the plains. 

Next day after breakfast, we took off in our bus 
to Lansdowne. The town is maintained by 
army.  

It would be hard to believe that in the high 
mountains, there was a huge parade ground. 

16 

WHEN WE VISTED LANSDOWNE  
By Manish Seth, an IITRAAA Member 

 

 



VAANI, The Voice Of IITRAAA, JULY’ 2015 

 

Besides the ground there is a museum called 
“Darwan Singh Sangrahalay” showcasing the 
history and the glory of Garhwal Rifles. The 
Garhwal Rifles took part in two world wars in 
addition to countless battles fought throughout 
its over 100 years glorious history, revealed the 
museum. 

Like any other hill stations, there was a 
viewing point, from where one can enjoy a  
panoramic view of the mountain range. In 
Lansdowne ‘Tip-n-Top’ is one of such points. 
The cloudy weather obscured the snow capped 
ranges from our sight. Yet, we had a gala time 
having fun and enjoying a short heart thumping 
trek in the area. The excitement the kids had 
jumped ecstatic.  

With kids, maggi break is a must (maggi break 
to banta hai). So we had tea and maggi in the 
GMVN [Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam] Rest 
House, which had some excellent cottages for 
lodging which we booked online. 

We had to skip seeing Bhulla Tal in 
Lansdowne as many of our members in the 
group were tired. Four of us, the brave ones, 
however could make a visit to ‘Tarkeshwar 
Mahadev Temple’. We had to hire a jeep for 
the temple, which was some 30 kms from 
Lansdowne and the road was too narrow for a 
bus to pass through. As we did not have our 
lunch, we asked the jeep driver, if he could 
stop-over for a quick bite en-route, at a suitable 
food joint. The driver happily called an eatery 
shop and arranged food. Well! Halfway to the 
temple, in a small village there was non-
descript eatery, where the jeep driver took us. 

We were not sure what to expect. However to 
our surprise, we had lunch, the taste of which 
would simply not leave our memory. Despite 
of the fact known to us that on mountain roads, 
one should travel light stomach, we could not 
resist temptation to overeat the simple and 
sumptuous food, which was prepared by an 
elderly person. We thanked him and moved on 
further on our journey. On the narrow road, 5 
kms before the temple, there was a small 
turning, which had a trail not meant for the 
faint hearted. However, lucky for us, the jeep 
driver was an expert and familiar with the 
roads and thus could easily negotiate through 
fast. An isolated place, a gate keeper 
announcing about the temple and downward 
steps, took us to a 500 m trail, which led us 
towards the temple.  

Suddenly the scenario changed. I felt as if I 
was in a forest of the kind shown in the movie 
“Jurassic Park”. In Lansdowne there are pine 
trees, but this place had deodar trees. Down the 
steps, there was a large undulated level green 
land, where the temple, we wanted to see, was 
situated. 

The place was desolate and you could hear 
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your own voice reverberating. We were 
informed that the temple was 1500 years old 
and houses “Tarkeshwar Mahadev”, a disciple 
of Lord Shiva. The deity is highly revered. In 
the mornings and on some auspicious 
occasions, the place witnesses huge crowds. 
The priest told us that behind the temple, there 
was a deodar tree naturally shaped like a 
Trishul (trident). We checked physically to 
verify the fact and found the information 
correct. Really amazing. Only one tree had 
three pronged trishul like shape. It was getting 
dark and we started our journey back to the 
hotel.  

One of us paid for having overeaten, as the 
sharp turns jolted the innards and nausea took 
over. Well! All part of the game. As we 
reached the hotel for the last leg of our trip, 
kids, with no sign of tiredness, started playing 
among themselves and with other kids  staying 

in the resort. 

Next day we started early. However the group 
could not resist getting down at various scenic 
spots to try short treks and to capture the 
scenery in their cameras.  

As it had rained on both the nights we spent in 
Lansdowne, the mountain river had fresh water 
stream and we stopped at a spot, where people 
could walk through the stream and have one 
last maggi/tea break. It was a wonderful 
experience. Some of us demonstrated to the 
kids how to bounce pebbles in water. Some 
kids collected unique pebbles for their precious 
collection. 

As we exited the hills and entered the plains, 
all of us felt fresh and rejuvenated after this 
short break in one of the best kept secrets of 
the hills, “Lansdowne”. 

  

THE MOUNTAIN RIVER 

चिरत्र, िचतंन तथा आचरण को ऊँचा बनाओ 

जीवन को भ य नहीं िद य बनाओ 

गु सा एक प्रकार का क्षिणक पागलपन है 

िजसे भय नहीं उसे कोई डरा नहीं सकता 
मजाक व पैसा बहुत सोच समझ कर उड़ाना चािहए 

प्रस नता साधन  से नहीं िवचार  से आती  है 
िजसे खोजाने का डर नहीं होता वो ही कमाता  है  

अपनी कमजोिरओं को िसफर्  उ हीं लोग  को बताईये जो हर पिरि तिथ म आपके साथ खड़ा होना जानते ह 
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INCOME TAX RULES FY 2015-16 

Wealth Tax: Abolished altogether with effect 
from April1’2015 

Girl Child: If the age is below 10 (max two 
girls per family), 80-C scheme called ’Sukanya 
Samridhi Account’  can be availed at Post 
Office giving high tax free interest @ 9.2%. 
Duration is upto marriage, but half can be 
withdrawn for their higher education. 

National Pension System: Limit raised from 1 
lak to 2 lak for deduction from income.  

Other Deductions: Sec-80D, 80DD-B, 80U 
limit raised (for details see the I-T website), 
against medical premium/expenses and for 
handicaps 

INCOME TAX RETURN AY 2015-16 

Last Date: It was 31st August 2015. However 
if you have failed to file return in time, you can 
still do it. In such case you will have to pay 
delay interest on the balance I-T due on you.  

Filing Online: If your net taxable income 
exceeds 5 Lakhs, or you have to claim refund, 
and your age is below 80, electronic/online 
filing is compulsory. Others have option to file 
online/paper. If you have foreign Asset/Income 
(even with zero Indian income) file ITR-2 
online. 

If you do it online, and you have an Aadhar 
number, you can avoid the step of sending ITR   
verification by speed post. You have to ‘link’ 
to CPC via Aadhar. More methods are 
available  like net banking, ATM, Credit Card.   

New Portal: For Online I-T payers, filing 
return, a new portal ‘CPC DEMAND’ has been 
initiated where their demand as well as your 

reply can be uploaded. Prime Minister, it is 
learnt, will monitor this site, mainly to see that 
refunds are not unduly held up or reduced. In 
case the bank failed to transmit TDS to Income 
Tax Dept, the tax payer will not be held 
responsible for the same upto a certain ceiling. 
Refund will be credited into your bank 
account. As per Instructions, you must tick  
one account (even if not expecting refund) in 
new segment  ’BA’.   

New Wards/Circles: Before paying self 
assessment tax or filing return, please find your 
latest ward/circle by entering PAN at KYJAO 
position (Know Your Jurisdictional Assessing 
Officer) on incometaxindiaefiling.gov.in site. 
Do this even if you are going to do paper filing. 
Also use CBDT’s new online ‘Tax Calculator’ 
to know your tax liability before filing return. 
For this the correct I-T website is  
www.incometaxindia.gov.in  .   

Choosing ITR form:  

ITR-1: if you own no house or one house, have 
salary/pension and/or family pension income, 
you may have other income like interest on 
deposits, not taxable capital gains, and your 
‘agricultural’ income not exceeding Rs 5000.   
Other type of tax free incomes of any amount 
can exist, yet you can use ITR-1.   

ITR-2: If you fall outside the scope of the ITR-
1 only because of more than 1 house (meaning 
by no taxable Capital Gains) use the new ITR–
2A. If you cannot use ITR-1/ITR-2A as 
specified above, but do not have business 
income, your right form is ITR-2.  

Anything New in ITR Forms?: Yes! First of 
all, if you had downloaded  April 2015 version, 
just discard it. Use June 2015 version (26th and 
not 11th). Totally three new items common to 
all 3 (ITR-1, ITR-2, ITR-2A) are added as 
below  

Must write your Passport No. (regardless of 
whether your traveled abroad or not). No 
other details of foreign trips are asked for. 

 
FINANCE 

 
Pranav Desai  

(079-26753289; 98240 06712) 
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Only if passport is available (asked in ITR-
2&2A).  

Give your E-mail ID and Aadhar No. (if 
available). 

Must list all your bank accounts in segment 
BA (current & savings) with details as below:  

 account type, 

 IFSC code 

Name of the bank account number 

Here accounts closed during FY 14-15 are also 
to be listed. Only ‘Dormant (3 yrs)’ avoidable, 
i.e. no cash w/d FY11-12 to 14-15. Instructions 
imply that those accounts where you are 2nd/3rd 
holder are also to be included. No other details 
of accounts are asked for. (Start by quoting 
Total No. of accounts)   

FOREIGN AMNESTY WINDOW 

Last date: Granted 
from July to Sept. 30, 
2015. No questions will 
be asked by the FM.  

The following might be 
applicable for any 
Indian Citizen who is/was (01-04-1961 to  the 
present), abroad or will be abroad for over a 
year, even on non earning trip 

You may have to declare ‘Foreign assets’ in 
ITR-2/Box FA by Aug 31, and in Form 6 by 
Sept 23 and pay 60% tax on it by Dec 
23’2015. 

(If you hold Indian Citizenship/passport) and 
you are resident now, you were abroad for 
more than a year on scholarship, work, 
deputation, tour etc. start recalling from 01-
04-1961 onwards, regardless of whether 
today any of your foreign money/item 
survives or not, and upon returning  as 
resident, you keep up (or kept) any account 
for sometime, with balance more than Rs 5 
lak worth forex.   

Even without going abroad, you happen to 
own any asset or signing authority in any 

bank  account abroad. However upto Rs 5 lak 
worth balance in forex is exempted from 
declaration.  

 

OTHER MONEY MATTERS 

Pre–2005 Currency 
Notes: Deposit or 
Exchange @ Bank, by 
31/12/2015. 

HRA/TA raised in 29 
cities with effect from 
April 1’2014 .  

Online allotment of PAN will take only 3 
days, if you quote Aadhar & Voter card 
number. 

Any single purchase of  Rs 1 Lakh or more 
will require recording of PAN.  

From FY 2015-16, any subsidy received will 
be treated as taxable income. I leave to your 
imagination, the implications of this (even 
employer has to worry). 

Interest rates for deposits in FY 2015-16 are 
changed for SSA (now 9.2%) and SCSS (now 
9.3%)  Other small saving rates remain the 
same as last year’s.  

PENSION ISSUES 

Life Certifcate: It 
can be given to bank 
on-line linking Adhar 
card 

Retired Medical 
Officers were earlier deprived of NPA 
(except post 2006 cases). Older cases are 
now given this benefit as 25% in the scale 
wise minimum pension. (Office 
Memorandums of 14.10.14 for Pre’96 and 
18.02.15 for Pre’ 06). 

Modified Parity: Arrears of modified parity 
from 1-1-2006 to 23-9-2012, which were 
given only to the S29 Group, are now to be 
given to all eligible vide OM 30-07-2015.  

OROP (One Rank One Pension): Yet to be 
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declared by the Government 

NPS (New Pension System): Requires total 
cancellation as the amount of pension would 
be much lower than 50% of the last pay in old 
pension system (OPS). Retrospective 
restoration of OPS from 1-1-2004, is 
demanded by Central Govt. Employee 
Unions have warned to go on indefinite strike 
from 23-11-2015.  

Pensioners: Advisable to add spouse’s name 
as joint holder (if not done yet) of the account 
wherein the pension is deposited. This will 
facilitate the transfer of family pension in the 
joint account, in case the pensioner dies.  

SEVENTH PAY COMMISSION 

No, it has not gone into hibernation. Report 
expected by Dec’2015. I will highlight the crux  
in forthcoming issues of VAANI. Eco. Times/
Wealth Magazine-30-3-2015, has estimated 
that the pre-commuted basic pension (for 
pensioners), salary, family pension, will triple 
from 1-1-2006 to 1-1-2016. BP+DA = 100 + 
130 will be replaced by 300; the 70 points are 
worth 30% of 230. In economic terms, they 
would be re-normalized by 11% compounded 
rise, hardly matching true inflation, but may 
slightly exceed official CPI inflation. From 1-7
-2016, perhaps 2% or 3% DA/DR might be 
added every 6 months. RBI has ‘targeted’ a 
modest inflation of 4% (Band 2% to 6%). The 
annual cost of 7th CPC + States PC = 1.5% of 
GDP. You can see their report after 1-09-2015 
in website  ‘7cpc.india.gov.in’.  

GOLD MONETISATION 

 The scheme is announced differing from the 
currently running scheme, in the minimum 
acceptable gold. Now it is 30 gm, not 500 gm. 
You can get back the gold (+2% or 3% more 
gold as ‘interest’) 
after 1 year. But 
you may lose more 
than 3% when you 
convert jewellery to 
gold – which is 

compulsory!. There is no tax on this ‘gold 
interest’ or on capital gain. It is not clear, what 
is the maximum amount of gold which will be 
immune from prying questions on (i) its source 
and (ii) whether capital gain till that date will 
have to be paid and (iii) query whether you 
have been paying wealth tax since you 
acquired it. The guessed such limit may be 
1000 gm (wealth tax exemption of 30 lakhs). 
But it’s not spelt out. So savvy Urban Folk will 
keep away as they have been doing all these 
years.  A new ’Gold Bond’ scheme is also 
planned (via Post Office).   

FINANCIAL INCLUSION SCHEMES BY 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

PMJDY (Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojna): Very helpful to have a bank A/c to 
obtain direct benefit transfers (DBT) (e.g. on 
Kerosene), no pilferage; and permitting 5000 
overdraft. Even zero balance allowed! Free 
“RuPay” cards not popular. 

PM Jeevan Bima Yojana: Once you have 
JDY bank A/c, you can have (regardless of 
smoking/drinking) one or both of the 
following, i) accidental (GIC) death insurance 
of Rs 2 Lak for just Rs 1per month premium 
ii) ordinary term life insurance (LIC) of 2 Lak 
for Rs 330 per year premium! Both are 
‘cheap’ especially for 40+age persons.  

Atal Pension Yojana: This one is a smart 
looking but extreme case of mis-selling! Had 
it not been by Govt and PFRDA, any private 
mutual fund giving such TV Advts. (‘Aided 
& Abetted’ by a famous Actor) would have 
lost its license and been fined heavily. What 
is the problem? Well, it is a fact of life in 
India called inflation! Purchasing Power of 
the monthly pension if found in 
understandable present Rs terms is 20 times 
less (becoming further half with every 9 years 
after retirement)!   
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अपने  इंिडया म सरकार हो या शादी सबको एक 

साल म खुशखबरी चािहए. 
Kaizad Gadali, FB 
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GOODS AND SERVICE TAX (GST)  

GST will bring uniformity in various central 
and state taxes and reduce their cascading 
effect by giving input tax credit. The GST Bill 
has been described as a reform of unparalleled 
importance in independent India. However it is 
yet to be cleared by the Rajya Sabha.   

What is the Goods and Services Tax (GST)? 
Why is it needed?: A destination-based 
indirect tax system that will be levied on 
manufacture, sale and consumption of goods & 
services will subsume all central and state 
indirect taxes and levies, including excise duty, 
additional excise duties, service tax, additional 
customs duty (countervailing duty, special 
additional duty of customs), surcharges and 
cesses, value added tax, sales tax, 
entertainment tax (other than the tax levied by 
local bodies), central sales tax (levied by the 
centre and collected by states), octroi, entry 
tax, purchase tax, luxury tax, and taxes on 
lottery, betting & gambling. However sale of 
liquors is kept out of the scope.  

Currently, tax rates differ from state to state. 
GST will bring uniformity, reduce the 
cascading effect of these taxes by giving input 
tax credit. Will have a comprehensive tax base 
with minimum exemptions that will help 
industry, which will be able to reap benefits of 
common procedures and claim credit for taxes 
already paid. This is expected to reduce the 
cost for consumers. Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley estimates GST will help increase India’s 
GDP by around 2 per cent.  

What is the Constitutional Status of GST?: 
Currently, states don’t have the power to levy 
service tax, while the Centre does not have 
power to levy tax beyond the factory gate, i.e. 
VAT, sales tax, etc. To facilitate this, a 
constitutional amendment is required. The 
UPA government brought a Bill in Lok Sabha 
in 2011, but failed to get it passed. The NDA 
government introduced a slightly modified 
version of the Bill in Lok Sabha last 

December’2014. It was cleared on May 6, but 
for GST to become a reality, the Bill must be 
cleared by two third majority by both Houses, 
and ratified by 50% of states. It is now pending 
in Rajya Sabha.  

So, why is the Bill stuck?: The government 
does not have a majority in Rajya Sabha, and 
the opposition wants the Bill to be referred to a 
Select Committee, which the government is not 
keen on. Also, many states do not want to give 
up their fiscal autonomy. In Budget 2007-08, 
the then finance minister P Chidambaram 
announced GST’s implementation from April 
1, 2010. The empowered committee of state 
finance ministers led the discussions. Punjab 
and Haryana were reluctant to give up purchase 
tax, Maharashtra was unwilling to give up 
octroi, and all the states wanted to keep 
petroleum and alcohol out of the ambit of GST. 
BJP-ruled states like Madhya Pradesh and 
Gujarat took hard positions. Despite the 
passage of the Bill in Lok Sabha, most of the 
original concerns of states remain. Gujarat and 
Maharashtra want the additional one per cent 
levy extended beyond the proposed two years, 
and raised to two per cent. Punjab wants 
purchase tax outside GST. 

 If it is finally passed and ratified, then?: 
The Centre and States have to frame and pass 
GST laws (Central GST and State GST) which 
will provide the framework for the new tax. 
The IT infrastructure has to be readied before 
April 1’2016, the scheduled date for 
implementation of the new tax. A GST Council 
will be formed, which will decide on issues 
including tax rates, exemption list and 
threshold limit. Sub-groups formed earlier to 
prepare blueprints for business, payment and 
refund processes, revenue-neutral rate, 
threshold limit, dual control and GST laws, 
have submitted reports. While the National 
Institute of Public Finance & Policy and sub-
group have suggested a rate of 27% for both 
states and the Centre. However the Finance 
Minister  made it clear, this was too high.   

(From Materials Management Review, June’2015) 

LAW 

22 



VAANI, The Voice Of IITRAAA, JULY’ 2015 

 

You have been doing a good job. In the next issue, please raise the issue, "What do the Alumni 
expect from EC and what EC expects from its alumni?" You may like to write to the President 
Shri Prem Krishna to obtain his views on the second part. His email address is: 
pk1938@gmail.com 

Dr Vijay Kumar 1961 E&C UOR 
 
Thanks for sending VAANI Jan 2015. The issue is full of information from different walks of life, 
including some debatable. Convey THANKS & CONGRATS to Vishruti for very energetic cover 
design and a beautiful article “A JOURNEY IN THE HIMALAYAS”. You may include two 
e m a i l  I D s  f r o m  m y  f a m i l y  f o r  V A A N I  c i r c u l a t i o n  “ 
shailee.rajak@gmail.com and kamlaxi.rajak@gmail.com. 

 Rajak D. Ram 
 
Wish you a very happy & prosperous new year. Let God bless you and your family with the best 
of health, wealth & happiness for all time to come. Thank you very much for mailing me Jan.2015 
issue of VAANI. I am highly impressed by the variety of topics covered in the issue, particularly 
about the correlation between consciousness & science detailed on page 14 & 15. I myself is a 
Reiki healer & teacher. I am enjoying the benefits of Reiki for myself and helping others too. You 
may be interested in knowing about my efforts in this regard. Please click on the 
blog  "wellnessthroughreiki.wordpress.com " I would love to have your comments on the blog. 
Please get back to me for clarification,  if any. 

K. N. Agarwal, President, IITRAA, Muzaffarnagar Chapter. 
 
The cover page of the latest VAANI is totally captivating. Eyes remain stuck for few moments. 
Indeed, superb design and brilliant colour scheme. Contents confirm once again to the versatility 
of the coverage. Remarks on the back page truly bring out the tremendous efforts being put in by 
the Editorial Team. With personal regards  

Dr Sharad C Sharma, Distinguished Alumni & Grp Head Materials Development, VSSC 
Trivandrum 

 
Superb job....Great work. It is a great contribution to keep everyone informed about the people 
and great work done by them. Roorkee is good institution but representing one institution and to 
portray it and its alumni to the broader world is inspiring. 

Parag Rastogi, USA 
 
Very informative issue, thanks for sharing. 

Hemanshu Tushiar 
 
Thank u editor for carrying special information special child perused by Janhit Charitable trust. 
I also appeal through this mail those members who can contribute time n money for the cause 
may keep in touch with me in this mail 

Velchamy 
 
Thanks for sending us the VAANI (Jan 2015 Issue) . It is printed very nicely. On behalf of the IITR 
AA (Parent Body), I hope that the future issues of VAANI shall be still better.  

Dr. PRADEEP KUMAR, Ph.D (IIT Roorkee), FIE, FIGS, Senior Principal Scientist 
Hony. Secretary, IIT Roorkee, Alumni Association 

 
Thanks for your BD greetings . We are fine and wish the same for you all. Vani published by you 
is favourite with me and has lot of material to read. Keep it up. With best wishes 

V S VAISH (through) 
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